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To her GRACE 1 
The Dutcheſs of Bedford. 


thout your conſent, without your know- 
or vour having ever heard 
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I preſent you, Madam, with the produce 
of my keine as the aitients were wont to 
| to the 
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and obedient Servant, 
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kindles all love's fire, 
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every 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Xx INTRODUCTION. 
* into her hed- chamber, and foiating to a 


clock, cned, Raſb youth, look there ! at 
** that hour, two and twenty years- 1 


« was delivered of you in this very bed! 
«© It is a certain KA ou the unfornmate, 
* abeſhed young man flew into the gar- 
„den, and fell upon his ſword. 

„This cataſtrophe had like to have de- 


It was above twenty 
years before the affſicted mother vculd 
« liſten to any addreſſes cf a tender na- 


* ture. the polite Abbe de 
«- Gedome p 
© nation. 
« chanting Ninon reclining 
© like the Grandmother. of in 
aſked 
of re- 
the 
muſt 
from 
yſelf 
and 
eighty 
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try 
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extraordinary 
that ſhe had lived in the reign of 


INTRODUCTION. xi 


fourteenth, and held a ccrreſpondence 
with Monſieur de Saint — du- 
ring his exile in England. Some. of her 
letters are among his works, and others [ 
have met with elſewhere; both of which 
here preſent the reader with, and ſhall 
add St. Evremond's letters in this cor- 
reſpondence, as may ſerve to illuſ- 
trate hers, and will prove an additional 
entertamment to the public. 

But firſt, I muſt premiſe a hint, that 
if any one ſhould take the trouble of 
comparing theſe pages with the original 
ones, they may perhaps, diſcover a me- 
thod of tranſlating, _ new ; about which 
on of the Literati. 


BETWEEN 


Ninon and St. Evremond. 
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+ LETTERS BETWEEN 


S T. EVREMOND. 


ONSIE UR Turetin is ob- 
liged to me for introducing him to your 
acquaintance; and I am alſo obliged to him for 
giving occaſion to the agreeable letter I have juſt 


received from 

I do not dou doubt but he found you with the 
ſame that I formerly ſo much admired in 
you; eyes by which I could always per- 
ceive the conqueſts of a new lover, when they 


uſed to f more 
You are ftill the ſame to me; and though 
time, that ravager of all thi 212 
exerted e mmol it 10 demo beau- 
my imagination y the glory 
333 Tam very! 12 
to and teeth, you have no occa- 
in need of in 
y the 
ſhort, 
than 
ever 


ſure 
for it. What you ſtand moſt 


Lo — NA ſenſe and 


which ſeem to improve every day. In 
n 
_ the young and ſprightly Ninon 


* 
ST. EVREMON P. 


HAVE received your ſecond letter: it is 


obliging, agreeable, and full of wit. I per- 
ceive in it at once, the humour of Ninon, and 


the good ſenſe of Madame de L*Enclos. I knew 
how the former lived, and 1 mo ——_ 
ter what manner the other paſſes her time. 


Every 


NINON AND ST. EVREMOND. 5 
very thing contributes to make me regret the 
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try 
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tz; 


muſt do ſomething more now, 
your example to become 
. You live in a country where people 
1 n 
ainſt the faſhion, as againſt virtue: ſinning 
| Ka for W-breeding 14 ——— : , andoffends 
manners, as much as religion. Forme 
ecken ws be wicked. But at c 4 
muſt be a f 
who have not 7 
fe, pt ſalvation by the conſiderations and 
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NINON. 


LEARN with pleaſure 
than 


I dearer to 
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] HAVE « fenfible 
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are emotion in a 
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xt 
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th 
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wt 


ſtay in his own country, or th: 
the ſcrupulouſt of his own, obliged him 
He certainly deſerves the eſteem 


any of our friends, of the merit of our time, 
to whom I can render any manner of ſervice, I 
pray you command me. 

The Counteſs of Sandwich is going to France, 
for her health. The late Earl of Rocheſter, 
her father, had more wit than any in England: 
| the has more wit than her father, ma” |< 

ty 


NINON AND ST. EVREMOND. 9 
neroſity as wit, and is every other way as ami- 
able as ſhe is liberal and ingenious. 

Doctor Morelli, my particular friend, accom- 
panies her. Prithee facilitate his —_— 
with all your celebrated Genii. If he has yours, 


I eſteem him ſufficiently happy. You cannot 


chief good to conſiſt in the remembrance of things 

There is no Summum Bonum for a man of 
a hundred years old like me f. But there are 
ſtill ſome comforts left; and that of remem- 
bering and all that I have heard you ſay, 
is one 


Here St. Evremond enters into a long detail of the 
Doctor's character, but as it had no relation to this cor- 
. leave out the paſ- 
+ He ſpeaks figuratively ; as he was then near ninety. 

RY IPRS Bs very 
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T, ur if the 

tit Hor not given me courage, 
Englih — 12 ate tied 6 week 
me. 


My porter told them I was not at home, and 
your letter, which gave me as much 


accommodate you 
Monſieur de PHermitage could tell you as well 
as I, that de Gourville does not ſtir out of his 
chamber. He is much indifferent about 


good taſte is not quite extinct 
France. I was charmed at that part of 
laſt, where you are not much concerned 
being tireſome; and in truth, you are wiſe if 
you are henceforward only concerned about yolr- 
ſelf. Not but that the opinion is falſe, with re- 
gard to you, © That you are no longer capa- 

«« ble of pleaſing others.” 
Farewel. 


8 T. 
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ST. EVREMOND. 


OUR life, my dear friend, has been too 
illuſtrious not to be continued uniformly to 


12 LETTERS BETWEEN 


ST. EVREMON D. 
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having no lovers; for he would then be the firſt 
of your friends, in ſpite of an abſence that we 
may call eternal. 


NINON. 


] PARE a 


her Chevalier with more pleaſ' 
letter was received as it deſerved; and the ſor- 
rowful countenance * did not in the leaſt, dimi- 


niſh the merit of 


my 

thankful to my friends and the world, I have met 
ith nothing that affected me with a more live- 
ly ſenſe, than that mark of kindneſs. Do in 


J. 
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77 
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Here is fine morality for you 
» for that is the 
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rent about the concerns of the body, than I 

ought to have been. Now, I make amends as 

much as poſſible, for my former partiality, ei- 

ther by the indul give it, or, the eſteem 

and — 2 lately conceived for it. 
Your 


have reaſon to value it ſo much as you do. For 
my part, I can ſcarce read any thing worth re- 
taining, and hardly hear any thing worth liſten- 
ing to. How difficult ſoever the intellects are at 
my age, the impreſſions that agreeable objects 
make upon the ſenſes, affect me fill: and we 


manner and converſation, give him a juſt title to 
this epithet) Monſieur Bernier, I ſay, ſpeaking 
of the mortification of the ſenſes, ſaid to me 


one day, © I will let you into a ſecret, with 
« which I would not intruſt Madame de la 
« Sabliere, nor even Mademoiſelle de PEnclos, 
« whom I take to be of a ſuperior kind; but I 
« tell it to you in confidence, that abſtinence 
« from pleaſure, appears to me to be a great fin*.” 


* 
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I was at the novelty of this ſyſtem. It 
left, however, ſome im upon me. If 
he had continued his lecture, perhaps he might 
have given me a thorough taſte for his doc- 
trine. 

Continue your friendſhip to me; which has 
never been impaired. A rare thing in ſo long a 
commerce as ours. 

Adieu. 


NINON. 


Tx Hr Ir 

— [reds _— you re- 
member me, which 1 
of — . "hay ny We two ſhall 


merit the admiration of poſterity for the dura- 
tion of our lives, and that of our friendſhip. I 
weary with on as long as you, but am often 
92 > ng 60g continually the ſame thing; 
— hm 


4 — life is defirable while it is at- 
tended with tranquility and a found mind. Vi- 
gour of body gives us other ſentiments, one 
Cents poefiobtt to vigene of mind; _ 


mortifications. Had he admitted an exception againſt evil 
Phloopic, bur — ak ra more 
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« Let me not 
« For God is paid, Gn mes, 


« T* to 
ada ̃ OR 


N. 


make 


HT 


reflections 
have of 
my ti 


NINON. 


ay 
21 Fi 1.151 
Hell HR 


1571471141110 


it when one cannot make the exchange 
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You will ſoon have Lady Sandwich with you 
again, whom we behold with 
on the eve of her 


20 LETTERS BETWEEN 
« ſwallow up both the perſons and things that 
„we are moſt attached to.” You have ex- 
wr ty 2 bp og pores 
ou formerly ſaid, that I die. of nothing 
Phang I endeavour to avoid making any 
more, and to forget to-morrow the time I have 
lived today. Every one tells me that I have leſs 
reaſon to 


eaſe and reſt v. 


Pa. nnr Tired to 

| Y to go ! n 5 

* e health and fortune, fe, 
a 


NINON AND ST. EVREMOND. 27 
'You will ſoon ſee Lady 

afraid that ſhe into the country. 
all that you think of her. She will tell 
more news of this country than I can do. 
has examined and founded thing to the 
bottom. She perfeAly knows all my haunts ; 
end has found the way not to be a ſtranger here. 


ST. EVREMOND. 
HE laſt letter I receive from Madame 
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y over the future! It is not fame I have 
here in view; that is ſufficiently ſecured to you 
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NINON AND ST. EVREMOND. 


23 


well : 
not allure ? I 


is a new character for him: You ſpeak of your 
age, with all the ſpirit of youth . I have one 
curioſity which you can ſatisfy me about. Pri- 
does not the remembrance of times paſt, occa- 
ſion certain ſentiments to ariſe, equally diſtant 
* 


Seneca wrote a treatiſe on old age. 
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of life; and then the exerciſe of 
refleQion, which is requiſite to prevent 
apprehenſion from ing, becomes 


title of Le Petit Reſervoir, where I met with 
the following memoirs of this famous perſo- 
nage, which will afford a very high entertain- 
ment to the Engliſh reader, even through a 
we 1 

The French writer begins with the following 
prefatory letter, addreſſed to a lady. 

% You have required from me, moſt amiable 
Eugenia, the hiſtory of Madame de VEnclos, 
and I have been ——_ CT 
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NiNod de L'ENcros. 


1616, and was chriſtened Anne . 


reſpeR and duty 
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the foibles of her mother, this never 


Or NINON DE L'ENCLOS. 3. 


took off, A.. 


perceive 
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. 


with a crowd 


gular averſion to 
* 


herſelf in ſuch a ſcheme 


any long 
* is the chief thing that I have reaſon to com- 
plain of providence in. But alas! my repin- 


you 
of your precious time. Be akways leſs 
upulous about the number, than the choice of 
pleaſures*.” 


inon quickly perceived a world of good ſenſe 
in an advice ſo very ble to her own incli- 
nations, and immediat herſelf to fol- 


low his inſtructions. 


7 

of muſic, extremely well on the harp- 
ſichord, 173 77 She had on- 
ly a weak chamber voice, but ſung with an ex- 
treme fine taſte, and danced with moſt admir- 
able grace. | 

rn 

t was always much the genteeler dre 

as ſhe app TORE OS ow She ge- 
nerally wore plain but rich cloaths, and con- 
formed conſtantly to the different modes of the 


The French writer makes no manner of reflection up- 
on this extraordinary paſſage, but I hope that the Engliſh 


1eader is ſhocked at the whole 


5 times, 
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She had great viva- 
: 
— 
Porr. 


« Say ſage Montaigne, or yet more 
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of 
that 


ſhe 
About five hundred 


times, and of her own 
1 A French writer in 
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of the devil. 


purchaſed for 

y neat and con- 

to ſit, __ 
to be ſmall ; 

She ſeldom play- 


uſually 
happened 


for evil, 


compound 
the leavings 


-ſtreet, behind the Pa- 


pany 
kept her lute. 


in a houſe that the had 
but when the did, , one 


— 

of guaty 
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| was fanall, but extremel 
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It was here ſhe choſe 
to when her com 
it was here ſhe 


ed; 


paſſion. 
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caſions one was made almoſt amends for the loſs 
of her converſation ; as ſhe had the power to in- 
fuſe her very ſpirit into the inſtrument, and to 
draw from thence ſuch flattering ſounds, expreſ- 
fions, if I may ſo ſpeak, ſo ſenſible and tender, 
that ſhe ſeemed to breathe her ſoul t 


he 
various tones of harmony, and ber fingers 


. e ſentiment. 


a little country houſe at the — 
pleaſantly ſituated with regard to air, wood, 

water; and in this retreat ſhe uſed to ſpend 
her ſummer months, and frequently the autumn 


ones alſo. 

Though Madame de l' Enclos had a ſoul natu- 
rally formed for galantry, ſhe was never 
tiſh or inconſtant. While n ſublilted, 
ſhe loved with fincerity — * 
pry oe 
but, the moment that her liking — — 
ſometimes happened at an inſtant when ſhe leaſt 
expected it, all commerce of this kind, with 
that party, was at an end for life. 1} 6 

As to the reſt of her character, ſhe was of an 


m By py ge, ply - 


For, is might have eaglayed nary — 
fore ſhe had fixed her engagements ; 
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about ſix months after, 1 


fded intirely in her 


her tender 


151 


Taz Lirs axd Craracter 


he fell 


„What is honour, what is duty 
love 


A h, finding that nothi 


But —it was a fatality which ſhe could not re- 
fiſt---the amorous Ninon before his return, 
enteredinto a new engagement. The folly and 
extrav of the promiſſory note, occurred 
ſtrongly to her at that time; and when ſhe had 
inted her aſſignation, ſhe cried out, To be. 
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admitted when at any time he happened to be 
abſent. 
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Or NINON DE L'ENCLOS. 45 
Haps, the moſt ſingular thing of this kind, that 
ever Was remembered The amour between 
them continued about a year. He went into 
Orleans at that time, which ſhe did not ſeem 


her, — 22 der ie. but from 
that time had never the leaſt commerce with 


but water, | 
z and was ſo gay and _ 


meh, that pope ues fy, . 


anceſtry, 'tis probable they have little elſe to 
be vain of: wits vaunt themſelves upon their 


imagine them to be ſingu- 
lar. 


* 


told in The World, 
ion to this work, 


rl 


TERL 
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12 
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Chriſtina loaded her with preſents and 
miums, and took all the pains in 
prevail on her to go with her to 
praiſes only render thoſe gi 
much uſed to them.--- They did not 
many thanks for the kind attac 


gold 
digence, it is very rarely refuſed admittance. 
She had a great talent for reflections; and had 


ſhe 2 her life in writing, inſtead of living, 
ewe 


Or NINON DE LENCLOS. #7 
zus of antiquity. I ſhall 


tempore. 
A woman ſhould never take a lover without 


the conſent of her heart ; ey on Mans with 


«torch, or bow and — 
is owing inti to indneſs. 
pony > — a dnt reaſon in its turn, 


ception into the French academy. St. Evremond, 
who was preſent, wrote a few extemporary 
lines, which turned upon this metaphor, that 
the figures of rhetoric are very inſipid after thoſe 
of Aretin. 

Le Pere 4'Orleans, a Jeſuit, author of the 
Revolutions of England, and many other writ- 
ings, 
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day, on account of ſome 
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the Dutcheſs de Sully, the Counteſs de Fieſque, 
Madame Fayete, Madame Scarron, Madame 
 Choify, Madame de Sevigné *, Madame de 


* The fame lady that was mentioned note o p. 44- 
D Grignan 
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about, they immediately occurred to her mind ; 
and then became as it were her own, by the 
uſe or application ſhe made of the quotation or 
alluſion ; and appeared quite new from the turn 
ſhe gave them. 

If any ridiculous incident or whimſical ad- 
venture happened within her knowledge or 
obſervation, at any time of her life, ſhe ne- 
wer forgot the leaſt particular 'of them that 
as entertain And, with what ſpirit and 
relate them ! What would 


los to us, as the perſon in the world, 
upon whom a ridiculous character made the 


quickeſt and moſt lively impreſſion. He told us 
e SL to her ſome time 
before ; 


* Our play of the Non Juror is taken from this piece. 
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before; for he uſed always to conſult her upon 
every piece he writ; as indeed did all the wits 
of her age; but ſhe paid him back his entertain- 
ment, by relating an adventure which ſhe had 

, with an h rite of the ſame kind ; 
whom ſhe deſcribed in ſo ſtrong and pictureſque 
a manner, that he aſſured us if he had not fi- 
niſhed his play, he would never have attempted 
it; as he would have deſpaired of being able 
to produce a character on the ſtage, fo highly 
drawn as the Tartuffe of Madame de PEnclos. 

As ſhe was ſo quickly ſtruck with the abſurd 
part of characters, it was not ſurprizing that ſhe 
was capable of deſcribing them ſo well: but, 
it muſt ſtill be matter of wonder that ſo 
rous a talent ſhould never happen to be the 
cauſe of her loſing any one friend. But, people 
were always diſpoſed to accept wy thing in 
good part, from a perſon who never ſpared any 
thing that was amiſs in herſelf; and who was 
always the firſt to correct in her own behaviour, 
whatever gave her offence in another's. She 
was beſides, fo much above envy or ill nature, 
ſhe had given ſo many proofs of the generous 
and humane diſpoſition of her heart, and her 
friendſhip was ſo eſtimable, that her railleries 
were rather accepted as admonitions, than re- 
ſented as 

The firſt uſe that Madame de PEnclos made 
of reaſon, I free her mind from common 

judices : She very early began to apprehend 
— both men — were ſubject equal 
ly, to the ſame moral *: according to which 

| : 


* Madame @ Racks. nth right in her maxim; 
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maxim, which ſhe made the rule of her con- 
duct, through the courſe of her life, ſhe could 
never be induced, either from cuſtom or example, 
to indulge herſelf in falfehood, ill nature, ſcan- 
dal, envy, or any of thoſe worthleſs qualities, 
which tho' common to women, do neverthe- 
= _ 2 ers, and offend a- 
gainſt the rights of civil ſociety . 
But this principle which made her judge of 
human paſſions and foibles according to what 
they are in themſelves, independent of _ 
made her condemn them with an equal ity 
in both fexes; for which reaſon, abhorred 


that unjuſt and tyrannical cuſtom in men, of 
arrogating to themſelves a vain triumph upon 
hey affix infamy in 


moſt ſhocking misfortunes of their lives: for, 
having once happened to fail in what they have 
been taught to deem their principal, * 


and female cri, but the is wrang in the 
—_— — it ; for the reaſon- 
ing on this head ſhould be to refrain men, not to ſet women 
Fife 4 


mean and unfair common place ſarcaſm. 'The 

mes he attributes to us are no more peculiar to women 
to men : they are vices common to all weak, baſe or 
uneducated minds, whether male or female; and areas 
frequently to be met with in their ſex as ours ; but with 
"the addition of fome greater and more ungenerous crimes, 
on their part. 
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She liked however, to have her lovers gene- 
rous in themſelves, though ſhe herſelf declined 
any advantage from it; as ſhe eſteemed it the 
character of a great and liberal foul. The ge- 
neroſity of true lovers, ſhe uſed to ſay, is only 
an ingenious attention, dictated by a noble and 
delicate ſenſation, which is fond, by little aſſi- 
duities, to entertain the graces of love, without 

alarming its pleaſures *. 
She was herſelf naturally generous; ſhe low 
ed to give, and did it always with moſt admirable 
grace ; for ſhe ſhewed a pleaſure not a pride in 
giving. Her pride was better ſhewn in refuſing 
the gifts of others; and when thoſe who had 
been the lovers of her youth, attempted to 
make her conſiderable preſents when age had 
diminiſhed her charms, and impaired her health, 
and her charities had ſtreightened her fortunes, 
the was more affected with the nobleneſs of 
their ſentiments, than the libecality of their 
Furt; and always returned them on the in- 
; as her ſpirit was above receiving any thing 


This paſſage is very ingeniouſly and delicately ima- 
gined and expredſed ; though the ſenſe of it is not obvious 
enough to every henfion. I will give the 
words, that the „ 


La generofite des wrais amans, « __ autr 


enieuſe, 
» qui ſe ait a entretenir, par des petits ſoiks, 
tes graces de Famour, ſans r ſes 
e 
out that fine addreſs with which a polite lover ſhou 
have towards his miſtreſs, for fear of offending * 
certain delicacy of ſentiment, peculiar to generous minds. 
Swift gives a definition of a prejent to a fuperior, in which 
Ight a miſtreſs is always to be conſidered ; jomething of 
jnal vale bat nt fl tobe had for ment, A. A galant 
ſhould ever attend to this nice point, leſt his gifts 
ſhould aſſume the air of bribes inſtead of preſents. 
D 5 fror 
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from the hands of love, or even thoſe of friend- 


* who ſaw Madame de l Enclos for the 
firſt time, toward the latter end of her life, 
were ſurprized at the appearance of that grave 
mien, and reſpeQable countenance, where ſenſe 
and phi alone feemed to have taken up 
their ſeat. confeſſed that t in 
vain for thoſe beauties which they 
fo agreeable an idea of; and that they could 
ſcarcely perceive any traces of that charming 
Ninon whom the world had formerly been fo 
much enamoured of. But, notwithſtanding her 


Feat üge, if one examined her e 

would perfectly agree with the Abbe Geass, 
who ſaid, * That one might in them, even at 
„ ninety, read the whole hiſtory of her life.” 
What effects then muſt they have been capable 
of ing, when informed with all the fire 
and fpirit of youth! when accompanied with a 
lively and ſmooth complexion, a perſon of dig- 
nity and eaſe, with a grace in all her move- 
ments, particularly in dancing, which no 
woman ever equalled ! 

One may well conclude, that all theſe beau- 
ties, animated with a mind and foul like hers, 
muſt have been perfectly capable of engaging 
all hearts. In fine, one cannot too often 
what has been ſo many times faid of her be- 
fore, * That ſhe had joined all the virtues of 
« our ſex to the charms of her own; in ſpite 
„ of which gender ſhe had raiſed herſelf to the 
rank of the moſt illuſtrions men *.” 

Toward the latter end of her life, her houſe 
was become the reſort of all the worthy — 

ite 
Here is another impertinence thrown out by the Abbe 
againſt our ſex. v 
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Thus far the Abbe 
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Chateauneuf; 
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Or NINONDELENCLOS 565 
admirable judgment, inſpirited by the moſt 
lively imagination; and to an extreme age pre- 
ſerved ſuch an air of youth and beauty, that 
the Abbẽ Chaulicu uſed to ſay, Cupid re- 
treated even into the wrinkles of ber forebead. 
When ſhe found herſelf drawing near her 
end, ſhe frequented her pariſh-church as often 
as her health would permit, as indeed ſhe 
uſed to do, all her life: ſhe made a general 
confe and received the ſacrament on her 
, with all the fentiments of an un- 


deat 
A She died with all her ſenſes per- 
even with the ſame livelineſs of wit, 


memoirs, and my authorities, 
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TRANSLATOR 


To the READER. 


HAVE given you here the Me- 
moirs and Character of Madame de 
| PEnclos, as well as I could pick them 


up, out of the ſeveral detached 
are collected in the Petit Reſervoir : 
Fer ee in to frame a con- 
ſiſtent ſtory and deſcri . 
rious accounts of different writers: I have la- 
boured to reconcile ſeveral contradictions, have 
left out ſome paſſages which the ſame 
things in other words ; and have other 
ulars, that would neither have 
dy nor have entertained the re 
The method I made uſe of was this: I read 


over all the which any way related to this 
extraordina — 2 yo 2 had made 
myſclf X reſs of the ſubject, I di- 
geſted the whole of | life and character into 


s regular ba. 
Upon 
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Upon the whole, I may be ſaid, rather to have 


re-written d than to have tranſlated 
the Petit Reſervoir. 


Now, with regard to the freedom and liber- 
tiniſm of her principles, we are not to judge 
too ſtrictly about the morals of a French 
upon the point of galantry ; when it has ſo long 
ſince become, by the corruption of manners, a 
part of polite breeding among them, as the play- 
1 


do not ſuppoſe that the education of French 
women is formed upon this plan with a view 


toward their following a licentious courſe of life; 
„ r their ſons to 
the law, meerly to put them on their guard 


againſt the = law itſelf. 
ink he lm the ſometimes prompts 


with the other ſex; and the admiſſion of ga- 
„ though with the ſaving of one point, 


to the ſtrict purity, and rational tenets 
eſtantiſm. But, this is noplace to enter 

— . 

In ſine, I do not think the poli 

pliſhmnents and dangerous RT 2 

education, 
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education, are perfectly compatible with true 
chaſtity or virtue. But then, it may ſeem as 
unfair to cenſure a French lady of faſhion for 
her galantry, as it would be to condemn the fair 
Georgians for ſupplying the ſeraglios, when 
each is but part of the civil commerce of their 
reſpective nations . 

The only ſecurity in ſuch deſperate caſes, 
ſeems to be the virtuous and happy ſtate of ma- 
ti ĩmony, contracted upon a perfect union of free 
choice and chaſte afeQion: but, alas! the 
early libertiniſm of men, which render them 
diſſolute of manners, and inconſtant of affec- 
tions, too frequently diſſolves this charming 
connection, and ſets them looſe again, to be 
hurried down the foul current, and guided by 
the tainted of a corrupt and vitiated age. 

I have theſe general reflections, not in 
ſtrictneſs as a juſtification, but in ſome ſort as an 
apology, for the libertine life of our frail he- 
roine. Perhaps, had ſhe been educated in our 
raanners and religion, ſhe might have left a 
a more conſiſtent character behind her; and not 
have been e 
grace to our $ ſex. X 

In the ſame Petit Reſervoir, I met alſo with 
a dialogue, ſuppoſed to have been held between 
Madame de F and Madame de Mainte- 
non, after ſhe was in effect, and I believe in 
reality, Queen of France. It is written in the 
allowed characters of them both---In the free 


* Georgia and Circaſſia are provinces of Aſia, remark- 
are generally * on this account, 
inoculation was firſt introduced there, in order to preſerve 
or inſure the features and complexion of the ſultanas. 
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manner of the other . And as I imagine 
it will entertain my Engliſh reader, I ſhall tup- 
ply him with a tranſlation of it here + 


A Dialogue between Madame de MA1NTEXON 
and Madame de L*EncLos. 


MAINTENON. 

My _ I have invited you to pay 
me a viſit in private : perhaps, imagine 
that it is with © 4k Yay of danabog your eyes 
with my ſplendor. eu from ĩit.—It is rather to 
receive conſolation from you. 

L*EncLos. 

Conſolation, Madam ! you aſtoniſn me. I 
proteſt that, not having had the honour of much 
intercourſe with you ſince your arrival at ſuch 
fupreme grandeur, I really took it for granted, 
that you were completely happy. 

MAINTENON. 

Re. are of the general opinion : there are a 
who would reſt ſatisfied at that 
point. My foul is of a different caſt. In ſhort, 

never ceaſed to re b 

ſince we parted laſt. ** 

it. You your 

glory, a want of friendſhip : while I, who live 

only for that ſocial pleaſure, feel no paſſion of 

ambition. But prithee, why have you forgot 
me fo long? 


Max- 


See her Life in the The Age of Lewis . by Fol- 
tatre. | 

+ This piece is attributed to Voltaire, by the editor of 
Reſe rworr. | 


the 
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Perhaps r 
| tion required it. . 
lieve me, — the difficulties which my 
elevation has ſubjected me to, I have always 
looked upon this misfortune, . as 
| X | A 
or » I have neither . 

mer plea Ir 1 5 you 
are really as py as affirm, you have 
eheated the whole world of their: envy. 
MainTERON. 

I was deceived myſelf, the firſt: When we 
uſed formerly to ſup together, at r little 
houſe in Parliament-ftreet, with De Villarceaux 


for- 


Why ſhould they not be deceived, as well as 
12 r 
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ferent of life; and all the ſubor dinate 

ones ne the higheſt felicity to be the por- 

a f E rut . What an error ! 
L'Exctos. 

I agree with you: but this error is neceſſary 
to the world. would not be at the trouble 
and hazard of raiſing themſelves above the com- 
mon level, if they dd not moſt ſtupidly conclude 
that ſuperior happineſs was the lot of ſuperior 
ſtations. You and I have both of us experien- 
ced pleaſures, more free from illuſion. But pray 
now tel} me how it comes to paſs that your con- 
dition of life ſhould happen to render you ſo 
miſerable? 


MAINTENON. 


Ah, my dear Ninon / ever ſince I was obliged 
to 8 the freedom of that appellation, for the 
formal addreſs of Madame de ] Enclas, I ceaſed to 


my 
; oy — — ; To in- 
1 France, but tis 
Lc Ike a borrow- 
life! if knew the taſł impoſed up- 
= II — . 
„0 a no a= 
muſement ! | | 
L*EncLos. 


I the whole myſtery of ſi- 
tuation. Fam afraid of inſulting you by this 
refleQtion, that Ninon is infinitely happier in 


company grea 
Europe, who abner 4 


68 THE TRANSLATOR 


ſals. I am loth to boaſt the ſuperiority of my 
condition : I know that one ſhould not appear 
too much elated before the unfortunate. Endea- 
vour, moſt illuſtrious princeſs, to ſupport your 
andeur, with patience and reſignation: try to 


for 
both 


get the happy obſcurity that formerly we 
in, as well as you have been ob- 
liged to forget your former friends. All that is 
left for you in your preſent ſtate, is to cry out 
— * Pal pleaſures that muſt never 


% take their turn again! Tormenting thought ! 
„ Oh why, in loſing theſe did I not loſe the 
* remembrance of them alſo |” Drink of * 


MAiNTENON. 
Ah, Ninon, what a wretched comfort is 
this | But I have a propoſal to make you. And 
yet, I dare not. 
| L*ExcLos. 


"Tis for you to be afraid. But ſpeak freely-- 
out with it. 


* MAIiNTENON. 
is to barter your 
to raiſe 


live with me al 


then. be my friend, more than — 
1 my preſent condition. 
LExcros. 

ory Cages Madam, but muſt con- 
love myſelf ſomewhat better. There 

TY — ako 

come miſerable, meerly becauſe fortune has 

rendered you ſo. 


1 Main- 
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MAIiNTENON. 

Ah, cruel Ninon! you have a heart more 
callous and ſelſiſh than they have even at court. 
You abandon me without remorſe. 

L*ExcLos. 
character is ſenſibility : you make 
me relent ; and to prove that I retain my former 
friendſhip for you, I ſhall make you a 
in turn. Quit Verſailles, and come live with 
me, in Parhiament-ſtreet. 
MAINTENON. 

You wound me to the heart. I cannot be 
happy on a throne.---Nor can I be fo in retiring 
ſrom it. Behold the fatal effects of a court 

L'Excros. 

I pretend to no medicine for an incurable diſ- 
temper. I hall conſult the philoſophers of my 
acquaintance, upon the ſtate of your caſe : but 
I cannot promiſe-you that they will be able to 
work miracles in your favour. 

Pl. 1 

To be on ummit of gran- 
deur,—to be — = be envied, 47 
to be the ſubject of ! 

L'*EncLios. 

Attend alittle. Perhaps there may be ſome- 
thing here, not rightly underſtood. You im- 
agine that it is your ſituation in life which ren- 
ders you unhappy. May not your real misfor- 
tune rather, from your not having ſuch 
brilliant eyes, ſo good an appetite, or ſuch lively 
ſenſations, as formerly? To loſe one's youth, 
beauty, and affeQtions, -is a truly wretched ſtate, 
indeed! From this cauſe alone, I have known 
a great number of women turn devotees at 
fifty, and relieve themſelves from one wearineſs, 
by flying to another. | 


Marx- 
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MAINTENON. 
But, you cre EG INS 6m and yet 
are neither nor a devotee. 
LU'ExcLos. 
Let us diſcuſs this point a little. We cannot 
at our time of life, expect compleat felicity. 
One muſt have a foul capable of lively impreſ- 
ſions, and five ſenſes in to rejoice in 
fuch a triumphant ſtate as that; but, by the 
helps of friends, liberty, and philoſophy, one 
may be ſufficiently happy for our ſtage X life. 
The foul i » but when moved out 


MAINTENON. 
Behold two miniſters of ſtate, coming to in- 
terrupt us. This is a ſcene very different from 
philotophy. Farewel then, —— 
* L'Excros. 1 

A ſhort time after I had met with theſe anec- 
dotes of the life and manners of the famous Ni- 
2 LS Tins chance threw 


bat 


READER. 


TO THE 


Hit 10 1 


2 


E 
FE 


IF 


H 


5 
121447115 


in us by 
z where 


his Treatiſe on the Muſic of the Antients 


he takes occaſion to draw the character of Ma- 


pub- 


ſuppoſe that 


and before the works of St. Eviemond had been 


liſhed. 


+ See before far this character in her Life. 
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After cenſured the affeQation of Balzac 
and Voiture's ſtiles, The Epiſtles * 


« ſays he, ha N 
—5 al ET: 4 
% them is ſingula: 


appear- 
« ance of a free and natural imagination, they 
« differ very little from 1 


n 


* wy junQtion that I ſhall pretend 
to 

hy ts HER is to remember the promiſe you 
— ven me, not to communicate the copy 

7 hw intruſt you with, to any perſon 
whatever for many people who . t read 
them, may not perhaps grant 
rn 
ſhe has a juſt claim to. 

Beſides, what kind of entertainment could this 
choice collection afford to ſuch an age as the 
preſent? There are neither ſcandal, obſcenity, 
nor irreligion, in any part of this work; and it 
is found by ſhameful experience, that none 
but writings of . thoſe tendencies can engage the 
rr 

Madame de PEnclos writ 1 the heart, on 


" love, and women. Engaging ho + 


24 THE TRANSLATOR 


THI: 7 


i 


point 
the ſeducer of mankind makes uſe of to betray, 
7 
as 


take the liberty to offer my definition of it from 
my own ſentiments, and the obſervations I have 


- had ſome opportunities of making I 


Ad 
* 


eee 


TO THE READ ER. 


different ſexes agreeable to each other. Tis a 
mutual warfare of coquetry, where each party 
exert I 


ward matrimony or intrigue. Like the game of 
Cheſs, which is ſo engaging, that people are 


* 
2 occupies that hazardous interval of 
ite, which lies between what is ſtiled our en- 


trance into the world, and our ſettling in it. 


This {| e is generally em ed by men, in 
ſports of the field, ren which 
give a meanneſs to their ſentiments, and a rudeneſs 
to their manners, that are as inconſiſtent with 
morals, as they are with politeneſs. A 
commerce women, enlivened wit 


E 2 perfect 
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ity, muſt be throughout. 
1 ſort of galantry cauſes a man to exert eve- 


part of what -I have here-urged, may 
„* beſides, 
peculiar advantage from the galantry, 
limited the expreſhon, that ĩt may 
management of their wit 


1 


2 


pl 
2 
5 


to defend them 


1 
1. 


17 
1 


| 


? 


4 
a 


to our 5 


tion, I believe that polite men may 


4 galantry toward women, without the 


con- 
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he did, and with which I ſhall here preſent the 


Ess AY on CLassic TRANSLATION. 


ng, 
pable of doing juſtice to a work of this kind, 
would not condeſcend to fo ſervile an office. 


& THE TRANSLATOR 


I have ſeen this in many title 
faithfully tranſlated from the original 
that Horace ridicules under the 
— ” Tlangzesd to myſelf that 
ry . 
together; and 


reck, or Latin. Theſe are the tranſ je 
nterpres; or literal tranſlators. 
ring the enter- 


—— — — 


TO THE READ ER. 
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liſh ; and Ido declare that it is a perfeQ affront 
on the public, to have ſuch mean and ignorant 


pt 
been made by ker of boarding-ſchools ; by 
the ſole grammar and dictionary, with- 
out the acquaintance with the idiom of the 


language, or any manner of capacity for the ſpi- 
rit of the writer. 


1 ſtruck with an image, and not 
» I rendered embre a 
« think to graſp it, but embrace a 
to the fable of Juno and — 

This alluſion enlivens the he pegs and adds a 
a "ſpirit to the expreflion. But perhaps the »ſber 


TO THE READER. 
ight have been ſtruck with an imagery him- 
ſelf, at this paragraph ; as the dog and bone of 
Aſop; which however, would have been a very 
mean one here: yet even fo, he ſhould have 
written ſubſtance inſtead of object; for otherwiſe, 
the 3 not ſufficien 1 Og 
ſbadew is itſelf an objed, t not a ſubſtance. 

In the third of the of letter, 
PEnclos, ſpeaking of the danger of even a friend- 
ly 1 the ſexes, adds, L' amour 
eſt fi ö 


83 


Again, in t 
advites the Marquis, while meerly in purſuit of 
pleaſure, never to in an amour with a 
woman of fenſe and merit, for that ſuch an 


affAr 


+ Stnkeſpear's Much Ado about Nething. 
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In ſhort, I — Minen 
by the ſpirit of her own writings, 
contexts of her life and character; 
_—y of Boyer, to Meſ-Demeiſelles 
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appetites, made up of — and diſguſts. 
made her ſome compliments 1 
knowledge and philoſophy, deſired her opinion 
upon his ſituation, and intreats her friend 
counſels, to inſtruct him what ſcheme of li 
he ſhould engage in, in order to obtain a more 
lively reliſh for _ 

Madame de PEnclos told him that the diſſatiſ- 
faction of his mind, was owing to his heart 


having wet elle mg the ſolicitudes of 


* that wi 


vai Av and illuſive gra 
"The Marqu Marquis, Aruck wi — 


under her tutelage, praying 


with a chart of life, to ſteer his 
BY ker Geſ all 4 rt Þ in 
ſhe declines the guardianſhip he tenders her, but 


offers to become his confident, to receive ad- 


In anſwer to this, the Marquis repeats 
he had before mentioned to her, 


what 

diſa SC rr * 
the ntment even in the 
1 and her ferend better 


* 


TO THE READER. 5857 
fore hinted in their converſation upon this ſub. 
ject: the reſt of her letters, and ſo on to the 


agreeavie young 

The progreſs and conduct of which paſſion, 
the ſtated ſubjeAs from the eighth, to the 
irti ter, incluſive, interſperſed with va- 
philoſophic ſentiments; 


accidentally, with the Counteſs; con- 

ceives an high opinion and efteem for her ſenſe 

and merits, and engages in a cloſe connection of 

friendſhip with her. 

In the thirty-firſt jetter, the Counteſs gives a 
iption of the method in which 

ſhe had, for ſome time, conducted herſelf, in 
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{ ng again, 
friend. In order to which, ſhe 
ive him an unfavourable impreſſion of 
inanciere, 4 amour, and recommends 
inconſtancy in his galantries, by way of prevent- 


THE 
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THE 


LETTERS 


O F 
Mademoiſelle Ninon de I'Enclos 
TO THE 


Marquis de Sevigne. 


LETTER I. 


OW Marquis ! me with 
the care of your education! To 


0 
H x 
pl to ſteer! This is really, expeQing 


uide you in the courſe are now 
too much from fr for you. You 
know that when W has paſſed her 
prime, is obſerved to pay any particular attention 
toward a young man, they immediately cry, 
She means to enter bim into life; and you are not 
ignorant of the malicious inſinuation with which 
4 throw out ſuch kind of expreſſions. 
will not therefore, expoſe myſelf to the ha- 
zard of ſuch ridicule. All that I can do for, 


90 er 


55 


heart, as well as that 
Notwithſlanding the amuſement which [I 


promiſe myſelf in this I ſhall 


not diſſemble the difficulties 1 


unavoidably appear 
contradiQtions. We think to graſp it, but em- 
brace @ cloud. A camelion | viewed in 


Fontaine ſhall entertain you 
bles, which they ſay do by no means fall off 


y 
ſafe— Tis otherwiſe : and the fen- 
timents it is affected with toward you, 


firmneſs 
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men, 


in diff 


F 


Wanzen 
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III 


rate accordingly: Tis 
an appetite which inclines us to one object 
rather than another, without our being able to 


At 


thing more than meer amuſement; and believe 
women 


will not meet it, 


void. At leaſt, 

trial, and I will 

ante ada 

promiſed to with you, think I 

have kept my word. Farewel. ad» 
Cel 


MADAME DE L*'ENCLOS TO 


8 


letter from Monſieur de St. 


Evremond, that I muſt anſwer i 


ceived an agreeable 


and per- 


9 


ith my opinion. 


wit 
Chateauneuf 


agree 


To-morrow the Abbe 
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him out upon his maxim, as I am fully of opi- 
nion, that caprice was joined to beauty, to animate 
its charms, and to — their value by adding 
rit and poi gnancy *. 

N — ſentiment more cold or of ſhorter 
continuance, than admiration. We grow inſen- 
ſibly indifferent to the ſame ſet of features, tho? 
ever fo beautiful; and if there be not a little 
d ſpirit, to give them life and action, 

r very unitormity will foon deſtroy the ſen- 


timents "they at firſt excited, A little change of 


temper is abſolutely LET. to give a fine 


— * 2 » Which prevents our 
* her always the ſame. 


for a woman to 


= a 
haps diſguſt. Lis 1 the ſame ſtatue; and 
own maſter perfectly at 
reaſonable, ſo gentle, 
the liberty of ſquab- 
liberty is ſometimes, 


ft 


: 
15 


I 


7 


| 
fis 


; 


the lover meets 


'FNCLOS TO 


1 ſhifted: 


oo MADAME DE L. 


— dra SO 
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nd. C and as well be 
and ſett — 


in the country. 
2 


Adieu. 
LETTER V. 


* 1 agree with you, Marquis, that a 
Nn 


it was not to a perſon of ſuch charac- 
that I adviſed 


— . 


delicacy or ſentiment, to complain ? Do doch 


r 
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ext not prove the violence of the paſ- 
ficn? For my part, I ſhall never be perfuaded 
that whoever can contain themſelves within 


an heart-felt affe ction? without being ſenſible of 


which it neceflarily cre- 


a flatteri 
uneaſy by 
fee 


af F3 


: 


froward diſpoſition, I thould be in 


nounce it, that ſuch 2 perverie tem 
render a woman hateful, I — 


iſpuſting quarrels. Such an union 


. 


175 
71 
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come a real chain, from which one ſhould en- 
deavour to extricate themſelves as quick as poſ- 

| Adieu. 

LETTER Vl. 


one invincible 3 — 12 


ſaying that it is not in our to beſtow our 
— we — an that conſe- 
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f apinncn ? 
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LETTER VII. 
EP whe an, Frog, bon & fo coal 


merit that renders ye to women: 
All I defire to know is, what idea you have affix- 
ed to that expreſhon? Do you, by real merit, 
intend a ſolid underſtanding, nice di 
great erudition, prudence, diſcretion—in ſhort, 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 107 
of mien, a live- 


Call them triflers, if det rform 
the higheſt part who are formed and deſtined to 
render ye 


) ngenuouſly ; learning, ambition, 
riches, valour, even friendſhip itſelf, of which, 
and with reaſon, ſo much boaſt ; are any, or 
X of rendering you 


bare neceſſaries of life can only 
man eaſy; tis ſuperfluity that renders him 
or makes him ſenſible he is ſo. Tis not 


155 


ities. 
which 

— — than of ſmaller coin“. 
This thou 11 certain nati- 


ons, who i of ſterli carry on 
their traffic intirely wi „ . Ne Now, prithee 
don't you think theſe are as rich as we 
with all the _ the new world? One 
to miſtake their riches for 
that gold and rn. 


The qualities which you deem eſſential, * 


— — in 

have occaſion there, only ſor what 
ſignifies the mation of wittc; whit the com- 
merce is carried on? 

My concluſion then, is fairly this: If it be 
true, which you cannot doubt, that your chief 
muſt ariſe from the ſociety of women, 
be aſſured that you can never render 


1 as are 
analogous 


to their own. 

I return again. You men affect to value 
gry ſciences, learni - 
ment, &c. — tell me, — 
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endeavouring to paſ: 

in the ſenſe you 

only, which is ſo eſteemed by 
1 


LETTER. VII 


Perceive, Marquis, that you have not far 
to travel. Your hour is arrived at laſt. 
account you give-of yourſelf, ſufficiently-proves 
you RRR 
The —— — 

iption of 


of the leaſt inquietude, you reproaca me for the 
advice I have given you! The uneaſineſs that 
—_— with 28 evils oc- 

» appear, „ more to be 
dreaded, than all ens 
There are, tis true, a ſober kind of people, 
who think the pains, at leaſt equal to the joys. 
But not to enter into a tedious diſquiſition on 
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rience of its votaries, who according as they 
have been differently affected, reſolve it, ſome 
into an evil, and others into a 

All that I need ſay in its favour, is, that it is 
attended with one circumſtance, which all the 
| inconveniences imputed to it, cannot be able to 


counterpoize. It relieves us from ſupi 
it quickens us, and is fo far, of 2 2 


vantage. | believe I told you before, that our 
hearts are formed for emotion; and whatever 
rouſes or actuates them, may be ſaid to anſwer 
the deſign of nature. Oh! what is life with- 
out the relief of love? A tedious malady! 
Tis not exiſtence. — Vegetation only 


Love is to our minds, what winds are to the 


n 
"tis tlot's to i 
_ ſubje&, and though your deli- 
I return to q 

be abend d I hall 
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ſtruction of your natures, or no; away with 
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preſent age, as either fooliſh or affected. For- 
merly, they took it into their heads that love 
was to be a ſerious, a ſublime and 
eſteemed only in proportion to its dignity. — 
Give dignity to a child, and what will become 
KT 7 
r would you make of it! 
for our poor 


I have really, vaſt compaſſion 
anceſtors: What was with them a: 


unfortunate | 
languiſhing diſtemper, a melancholic madneſs, 
is among us, but a gay folly, or a pleaſant dream. 
Bewitched as they were to prefer the horror of 
rocks and deſarts to all the beauties of a flower- 
_ ed parterre! What abſurd prejudices has the 

are. 


habit of reflection thrown to the ground 
To prove that ſuch ſublime a 
but the chimeras of 


conceptions 
prepoſſeſſion or pride, 


niſh away, 
ideas we. had idolized in our minds, 
found in truth,. but empty notions, which took. 
their turns of change, like idle faſhions *. a 
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Therefore, good Marquis, do not alarm your- 
ſelf with prophetic — upon the — 
of your attachment to = charming Counteſs, 
and you will perceive in the end, that love in rea- 
2 ſuch can render us happy, inſtead of 
being conſidered as a very ſolemn affair, ſhould 
be treated as no ſerious matter at all; and parti- 
_ ought ever to be conduQted with gayety. 
„ N prove the truth of this maxim, 
the event of your adventure; for [ 
8888 is woman by no means 
ſuſceptible of grave impreſſions, and your ſub- 
lime ſentiments will give her the vapours, re- 
member I tell you. 
diſorder continues ſtill. I had a 
tell you that I ſhall not go abroad 


mind 
day: but 
would not this be a kind * 42 


ver, if you will come and 
of Racine's Bajazet, I 


rome yore aps 


vw 


- 
PF 


wk Your compu Thy Ay 5 


I have read my letter over, Marquis, and it 
puts me out of humour with you. I find gra- 
vity is infeQtious; and you may judge how much 
KA ſtreſs muſt have been affected with it, 
I communicated it to me, even 

endeavouring to cure you of the 
* There is ſomething ſingular in this, 
that to prove love ought to be treated with 
chearfulneſs, I ſhould de obliged to aſſume a ſeri- 


ous air. 
Adieu. 
LETTER 


A famous aftrefs. ” 


and are for a time, enamour- 
ed with the idea of their own excellence. 
let us attend them thro” the whole courſe of their 
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find r after a tedious circuit, at the 


with the moſt ordinary ant, who 


„ then 1 error: a- 
bandon your chimera : your refined ſenti- 


IA 433 4. 


dignity you allow it — it do- 
comes; ; and the more ſublime your ideas of it riſe 
the farther are from being juſt. 


Take a perſon's word for it, n 
acquainted "elite begins heger. « If a man 
« thinks, ſays he, that he loves his miſtreſs for 


« her ſake only, he is extremely miſtaken *.” 
LETTER X. 


I 


held with you, upon the delicacy which 
ſhe required in a | io lene you. You 
— cd be as ſevere as ſhe ap- 
pears to you at preſent. All 1 have faid is not 
ſufficient to keep up your ſpirits. You think 
you do me favour in barely doubting of my max- 
ims. If you dare ſpeak out, you would con- 
demn them intirely. 
I believe you in earneſt, when you af- 
ter this manner. It is not your fault if you do 
— new the x mend are about : 
but in hp as „the cloud will 
dif f 
trut T7 
While your remains temperate, at 
leaſt, before it has attained to that degree of 
con- 


* Rochefaurauk. 
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confidence, to which its progreſs will conduct 
you, every thing appears ſerious: the hope of 
the leaſt favour is a crime : one does not permit 
themſelves the moſt innocent freedoms, with- 
-out trembli At firſt, one ſollicits nothing, or 
ſo ſmall a matter, that a woman thinks in juſ- 
tice, ſhe ſhould accord it to you, in conſideration 
of uk — — modeſty: to obtain this trifle, 

one promi never to require more; „ in the 
inſtant of ſuch 3 are 
inſenſibly and becoming more 
familiar: EY rmits this idle dalhance, as of 
ſo little hw ff vg that ſhe would ſuffer it in 
almoſt any man 4 her intimate acquaintance. 


eee ous oper ver that were at firſt 
Permitted. A woman, rendered confident by 
your diſcretion, cannot eaſily perceive the in- 
ſenſible of her own weakneſs. She is 
ſo ſelf-ſufficient, and the ſlight favours ſollicited 
for the „ appear ſo eaſy to be refuſed, 
that ſhe too haſtily concludes the ſame 
will remain, when any - 4m of more conſe- 
ſhall be attempted. I have not yet ſuf- 
— expreſſed myſelfſhe even flatters 
b 


portion to the importance of the favours re- 


it: they 
daring to ew far — 
tom their minds to ſuch ideas as are capable of 


undoing , 


$4 Raff 


hn 
A 


ih 


e 


FB 
10 met 


0 


2 x 
4 


bl j 


1 
1 0 


1 


| 


i 


1 


21 

DE SEVIGNE. 1 
found herſelf 

Ry fore 

was 


1 of 
\nforcken ee the 
* 3 = 
have Rk I I 
| | - god » inclination, 288 
— , — AY 
— - bo _ Vain mortals, 
1 _ 
conbdes R that there 
we 
12 
reſolution know 
ver 
- _ 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 123 


done in this writing # This is ree-eſl 
biker in the hc Te md ye, hv 
ſcarce a para in it that mi vu ſu- 
Phy a theſis for a bearding-ſcheol X 
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fuch aſſiduous pains, to charm by the beauty 
and ornament of their face and ? What 
have a fine ion, an form, a 
fall in ſhoulders, to do with the 
foul? What a contradiction here, between 
their real ſentiments, and thoſe they affeQ or 


aſſume! See them, and will be con- 
vinced that their whole deſign is to be admired 
for their outward attractions; ing very lit- 


tle account of any thing further. them, 
and they would impoſe on your belief that their 
form and features are things which they hold in 
the lighteſt eſteem. 

But I am, perhaps, too officious in endeavour- 
ing to diſſipate your error in this matter. Might 
I not leave it to their own induſtry to clear up 
this point to you? They would very ſhortly, 
ive you ſufficient reaſon tor ing your pre- 
= — with i 


to this . 
I am to paſs this evening with de 
| to hear the two Camus's and Vier, 
Meſdames de la 
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geance ! Is it poſſible, that after eight in- 
tire, of ſighs and aſſiduities, ſhe — ſo 
hard - hearted as to refuſe you even a glimpſe of 
hope? Tis really what one cannot have the leaſt 
notion of. So long a reſiſtance will never paſs 
for an hiſtorical fact. The Counteſs is an he- 
roine in romance. But, if you begin to loſe 
patience already, conſider what you might have 
ſtill to ſuffer, if you had continued your former 
refined _—_ have gained more 
al in eight days you com- 
plain of, 2 late Celadon — — done, 
in as many months. 

But, to ſpeak ſeriouſly to you; is there any 
manner of juſtice now, in your complaints ? 
You ſtile the Counteſs ungrateful, inſenſible, 
ſcornſul, &c. But prithee, tell me what right 
you have to charge her fo ? Will 
you pay no ſort of attention to what I have fo 
often repeated to you? Love 1s a very caprice, 
involuntary in the perſon whoſe heart is affect- 
ed by it. Now anſwer me, why ſhould you 
think one is obliged to any kind of gratitude, for 
a blind ſentiment that bs happened to ſeize 
you without your own choice, or their concur- 
rence? There is ſomething ſingular in you 
men! you reſent it as an offence, if women do 
not immediately return the fond regards oF wv 
condeſcend to beſtow upon them : your revolted 
pride accuſes them at once, of injuſtice; as it 
it was their fault that your heads were turned; 
and that they were under a ſort of moral obliga- 
tion, of being ſeized, at a certain given time, 
with the ſame diforder that you yourſelves hap- 
pen to be afflifted with. . 


* Alluding to his former platonic character. 
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Is the Sounteſs, I pray you, anſwerable for it, 
if her brain does not feel itelf affected, at the 
ſame inſtant that began to rave? Ceaſe then, 
either to accuſe her, or lament yourſelf. En- 
deavour ting — 12 malady to 
her. I know : are engaging 
n do the for her re- 
poſe, conceive ſuch ſentiments towards you, as 
you could wiſh. Finally, I think that ſhe has e- 
very quality to make an intire ſt of 
heart, and @ inſpire you with ſuch a taſte, as 
may be requiſite to e happy. 
ae „ 


3 The 


become a real torment, while you continue to 
S8 231 

wi rather the ſeaſonings of your plea- 
ſures, if you conduct yourſelf like a rational 


creature. 
G 4 Should 
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Should I not ceaſe from writing to you? 
moments that you loſe in reading my letters, 


„ can there be a more 
amuſing object in the world, than the emotions 
of a man in love? 


ou cem to reſent it, Marquis, that 1 
ſhould treat the ſituation you are in, after 
10 ludicrous a manner: you would have 


1 
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not believe them ſincere. If I underſtand you, 


. and you know that true ſpi- 
rit is always more ready to pay, than beſtow. 


However, are we not 


Ig = 


„ with a look and manner as if it 
had wrought a greater effect upon her mind than 
ſuch common-place civilities uſually do. This 

: Valerio yn_ : 
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Now, if any one ſhould tell Eliza that ſhe had 
commenced this amour, that ſhe had herſelf 
made the firſt advance, nothing could appear to 
her more unjuſt, and yet, nothing is more true, 
at the ſame time. 

Ki he cle of thr inci ere 
love is leſs the effeR of that invincible 
ſo often . 
ſerve the riſe of all ſuch attachments, and owl 
find them proceed from the mutual 

upon each other. i ibs id, hee 
folly is the ſource of love.—But, give me leave 
oC DOD: and that there is no 
the heart of a fine woman with this paſ- 
Gon, till you have firſt paid your tribute to her 
vanity. 
To all which may add, that the ſtrong 
„„ have to love, is the rea- 
ſon alſo, — a; in this caſe. —_ 

the fole force of imagination, fancy t 
Ain ali, thoſe objects toward which their 
ſuperſtition is attraQed ; in hike manner, we 
ſuade our minds frequently, into a belief of 
ſentiments in others, which we could wiſh to 
inſpire them with ourſelves. 


a care then, Marquis, not to impoſe 
upon yourſelf by wrong 
Counteſs might have ſpoken 
lolaly with the innocent Gakge 
ſtice to your merit, without 
and you may, be returning her an act of 
injuſtice, by ſpeding her of in ity with 
0 25m conduct toward you. 

why ſhould you not permit her 
to difſemble her inclinationsin your favour, if 
you have really inſpired 6 Have 


not women 4 preſcriptive right for W 


\ 


farther view ; 
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their ſentiments from men? And does not the 


LETTER MV. 


IN? Marquis the curioſity of Madame 
de Sevigne * has not given me any man- 
ner of offence. On the contrary, 1 ay very well 
ſatisſied that ſhe ſhould fee every letter I write 
to you. She was certainly of opinion before, 
. my A e was upon — ſubject 
galantry, it have been intirely upon 
— ſhe has now found out N her all 
take. She may perceive by this inflance, chat f 
am not fo ſlight as ſhe imagined, and I believe 
her to be ingenuous to conceive for the 
tuture, a differentidea of Ninon, than ſhe has 
had for ſome time paſt. 
However that may be, her injuſtice ſhall have 
no ſort of influence upon my friendſhip for you. 
am philoſopher enough not to be uneaſy 
the opinions of thoſe, who take the liberty to 
judge of, without knowing, me. Whatever may 
happen I ſhall continue to write to you with my 
uſual frankneſs; and am perſuaded that Ma- 
dame de Sevignt, notwi ing her extreme 
delicacy, "i be, upon the whole, more often 
of my opinions than the. will have ſincerity 
enough to acknowledge. 
I come now, to what relates perſonally to 
yourſelf. Well, is, after a world of 
pains and aſfiduities, you think at laſt, that you 
have boen able to fon this heart of alumani.— 
am 


„His monther, =o 
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known to us; or at leaſt for men whom we are 
not ſufficiently acquainted with, to be proper 
IE and where if we hit 
right, muſt be the ſole eſfect of hazard. We 
generally attach our affeQions without any fort 
of precaution ; and it was a true parallel to com- 
love to an appetite, which one is frequently 
ible of for one fort of food rather than ano- 
ther, „ 


2 excel- ; 


„ 


F 
— 
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lence, we need ſome ſubmiſſive ſubject to exer- 
ciſe dominion over, or to ſpeak more plainly, 
our minds may have conceived a turn for 
lantry. Chance preſents us with one lover, in- 
ſtead of another : we accept, rather than chuſe 
him. You fancy yourſelves the _— of dif- 
intereſted affections: you imagine women 
love you for your ſakes alone. Silly dupes! you 
are but the miniſter of their ures, or the 
ſlave of their caprices. 

But, to do them juſtice, they are 
to the full as ignorant in this matter. The truths 
I here reveal, _ _ 
contrary, with all poſſible ingenuouſneſs they 
imagine themſelves determined and 


inſpired ye with; and it would be therefore, 
the height of injuſtice to tax them with any man- 
ner of inſincerity, in this parti : for, without 
the leaſt conſciouſneſs of the matter, they firſt 
deceive themſelves, and then impoſe on you. 

You ſee, uis, that I here betray to you 
the ſecretsof the Des: judge of my friend- 
ſhip, when I endeavour to inſtru you at the 
expence of my own ſex. The more you com- 
prehend the nature of women, the fewer follies 
you will be led into, on their accounts. 


Adieu. 
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LETTER XV. 


RULY, Marquis, I am ſurprized how 
ou can ſupport the ſevere manner in 


which | reaſon with you ſometimes. I ſeem to 


to it. | 
No fir——1 will not abate one tittle of it — 
You may diſpute with me as long as you pleaſe, 
upon the flight opinion I ſeem to have of my 
own ſex.—Is it my fault, I pray you, if they 
ſupply me with mortifying truths to relate ? Be- 
fides, Marquis, don't you know, that the perſon 
in the world, who thinks worſe of a woman, is 
— woman? ; 
However, to juſtify myſelf ſeriouſly, from 
the notion you have conceived of my opinions, 
I muſt aſſure you that I am neither envious nor 
unjuſt. If I named my own ſex in my laſt 
letter, rather than yours, do not imagine it was 
in order to cenſure them in I only 
meant to ſhew you, that wi being more to 


— 
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— 2 — In ſhort, you 
confeſs, ſooner than they can be brought to do, 
w hat rn 


when they aſſure you, as 
I faid ey ng that their choice has no other 
ſcurce than a knowledge and a of 
your ſenſe and merits, I am perſuaded that they 
think themſelves ſincere. I even make no doubt 
but that when they happen to perceive the leaſt 

indelicacy in their minds, opon this fubjeB, 
they exert their whole ſophiſtry to diſguiſe it 
r But the — My ee 
> th exiſt nevertheleſs, in the bottom of 
s: they are not leſs the true cauſes of 
RT and whatever ef- 


er of altering the real nature of things. They 
endeavour to conceal their diſgrace in this point, 
as tt ey would take care to hide bad teeth, which 


| to quit the a or, and ſub- 
ter uine charaQer, 2 
a- 
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= leaf 
Let me ſtand corrected thus far, that if I faid 
it was a miſtake in you, to be vain upon our 
„ and that ye have not much to boaſt 
of from the motives which determine us in 


the hearts of theſe good creatures, 
in the breaſt of one, inſtead of 
paſſion he is profeſſing, but 
in another, a vanity about an alli- 
our family, or an avarice for your 1 
3 and a third may be determined by | 
reaſons even ſtill more mortifying ; to raiſe, per- 


your rival. 
ö But, in truth, the heart is an inſoluble riddle 
——a ſtrange compound of contradictions! We , 
imagine 
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imagine we know what paſſes there—we ſee the 
effec, quite ignorant of the cauſe. Let us fa- 
vourably ſuppoſe that it even expreſſes its ſen- 
timents with ſincerity, yet this very fincerity is 
not to be depended upon. Its motions may ariſe 
from ſprings quite different from thoſe it 

be immediately confcious of: and, in truth, nei- 
ther man or woman know what prin- 
ciple it is that governs or di their taſtes or 


But, upon the whole, they have made the beſt 
of it: they 2 . to their own 
advantage; ſupply the deficiency of genuine, 
aſſumed merit; and accuſtom themſelves, as 1 
think I faid before, to deify their vain imagina- 
tions. As all the world their account in 
ſuch deception, nobody ſets about reforming it, 
nor even of examining whether it be an error, 
or no. 

Farewel——if you paſs this evening with 
me, + amp eendreg ba 1.0 6 tar wr 
will make you amends for the ſeriouſneſs of this 


LETTER XVI. 


AN it be » Marquis? Does the 
Counteſs really continue inflexible ſtill ? 
The careleſs air with which ſhe receives your 
addreſſes, declares an indifference that drives 

you to deſpair ! 
Perhaps I may be able to ſiſt this enigma for 
you.——1 know you well: you are gay, lively, 
advantage before 
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immediately grow timorous. Such __ 
— the heart of a coun 

one muſt uſe another ſort of addreſs 

men of faſhion. 

The Counteſs knows the world Take my 
advice: reſign your ſublime theorems — — 
vated, ſentiments to the Celadons of the 
them to ſpin out ſuch ſubtile ſyſtems. TIE aſ- 
ſure you, on the part of women, that there are 
few among us that would not chuſe to be ra- 
ther briſkly, than too gently dealt with. Men 
— ras timidity, than virtue 

ves. 

The more awe a lover betrays, the more he 
— our pride to inſpire him with it: the 
he ome to have about our 
— 4 the more reſpect we exaQ from him. 
If we were to ſpeak oureminds, we ſhould cry 
out, © For pity ſake, do not ſuppoſe us ſo in- 
= exoradle! You ay us under the necety of 
«« appearing not ſet our conqueſt at fo 
high a rate: forbear to conſider our defeat as 
an inſuperable difficulty : accuſtom us by de- 

* greesto fee you doubt our indifference: very 
« often the ſureſt means to be beloved, is to ap- 

« pear perſuaded that one is already ſo.” 

An unreſerved, careleſs manner of behaviour, 
ſets our mind at eaſe. When we perceive a lo- 
ver, though appearing ſatisfied of our regard, 
ſtill continue to treat us with the reſpect our va- 
nity requires, we are too apt to draw a haſty 
concluſion, that he will behave in the ſame man- 
ner after we have given him more certain proofs 
of our aſſection. 

What confidence does not this inſpire us 
with ? What 's may he not flatter him- 
ſelf to make ? ſhould be afford ws the lea 
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hint to keep upon our guard, it is not then our 
hearts we have to defend, it is not our virtue 
you have then to combat— Tis our pride—and. 
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LETTER XVI. 


e will probably, think me more i 
man even than the Counteſs. She is the 
author indeed, of all your-mi but 
my 18 i | . di 
ſtreſs. how. I ſympathize in griefs 
No perſon he EET IE. ant 
your ſituation appears moſt lamentable to 7 
or 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 141 
For how can one make an explicit declaration 
of love to a woman who ſeems to take a malici 
ons pleafere in eva every 4 —_— 
2 i e | 
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Women ſeldom examine cloſely, the reaſons 
which determine them either to reſiſt or yield. 
They do not trouble themſelves with inveſtiga- 
= ing them. But they have a fort of 
ſenſibility about the matter, and their ſentiment 
is } It ſerves them in the place of know- 

and reſſection. It is a kind of inſtinct, 
which direQts them often upon difficult 
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ſuades herſelf that the is beloved, much better 


—1— bg to you. Vick your 
overſtrained reſpett, and circumſpect air, you 
. 


uences of ſuch a paſſion as yours. Be aſſured, 
thee while you fuſe her to | 


upon which fide he meant the aſſault ? In love, 
as in war, is thec 


— 
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LETTER XIX. 


AE Marquis, ſhe has heard 
* — — 
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Lovers with cantion urge 
_ Love— 
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as in the moment we fear to loſe it. 
to the 


in my heart to quit | | 
one "2 of E31 I would 1 2 
you. However formidable the Chevalier 


rage 

rs to be, t not todeſpair. I ſuſ- 
. urn bas Conde 
into play, meerly to rai jealouſy. . 
3 Nr | 
ſure to aſſure you, that you have infinitely more 
merit than he. You are young, juſt entering 
into life, and have not yet loved. The Chevalier 
has lived. Where is the woman inſenſible to 


this difference? Adieu. 
LETTER XI. 
OU would uſe i ity in love, Marquis ! 
You are far gone I hall not thew 


your letter. You would be made a jeſt of. You 
cannot, you ſay, employ the artifice I adviſed 
you to. Your candour and refined ſentiments 
might have raiſed your charaQter in ancient days. 
Love was then conſidered as an affair of honour 
and punctiho. But at preſent, ſince the corrup- 
tion of times has quite changed our notions, it is 
treated meerly as a ſport of vanity or caprice. 
Your inexperi has left a ſti in your mo- 
ral that will certainly demoliſh you, if your good 
ſenſe does not ſupple you to the manners of the 


* 
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ſhew : tis an univerſal „ and the world 
are much in the right to it. 2 
would ſoon be at an end, were we mu 
r each other, — 
21 The inter- 
courſe of mankind obliged them to lay 
uncouth ſincerity, and to aſſume a certain po- 
—n 


e habit by degree obtain in fra 


you muſt 
dare that when Tm of politeneſs are 
to ridicule or deceive, they are 
the ſocial virtues—and 


LETTER XXII. 


Fey hone ohh. = Marquis! I pouſly bo- 

to be uneaſ 

eee 
it. 

joy * * ng 


28 


| MADAME DE L*ENCLOS TO 
| becauſe The Tleve you; — 


Can one imagine a ſituation more 
e 
half, without 1 itſelf; 
ing warm by and me away to 
the moſt perfe tenderneſs ? What tranſport to 
rejoice in ſecret over all its emotions, to guide, 
to augment, to itate them, and to con- 
_ ones ſelf on the „ before the 
yielding fair has ſurmiſed even a fulpicion of the 
ſiege | Tbeſe are what I r ! 
to- 
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ſenſible of the conſequences. 
The Ike you, in itſelf, is certainly a inno- 
cent expreſſion ; but the effefts — it, 
muſt neceſſarily alarm us. It reſts upon ou 
then, to conceal them from us, and to ſhut our 


2 you are leading us to- 


w 


Your obſti in 
is leſs the effeRt of love, than vanity ; and you 
will find it a diſſicult matter to deceive us about 
the real motives of your inſtances. Nature has 
endowed us with an admirable inſtint; and has 
taught us to diſtinguiſh with great preciſion, be- 
tween what ariſes from the paſhon itſelf, and 
what is from it. 
Ever indulgent to the eſſects by the 
love we have ourſelves inſpired, we freely par- 
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fer the character of ity, to the fame of 
beauty. But, place the of us in 

tion with a rival, capable of diſputing with her 
the prize——were ſhe to riſque that — 2 
tion ſhe was the moment before fo j 
was the lover, to endanger it to the laſt 
no conſideration is of equal 
— — 


You will receive your preferences 
find them hems gn 


will imagine at firſt, that ſhe 
her aden. Avoiding to 
we exceed to fondneſs. Your — 


tude alone; but you will 


that to take Eetter, 22 
rit of a law. You will anſwer our intentions, 
. 


LETTER W. 


* Counteſs, it ſeems, is at preſent on the 
defenſive. You think 9 no 
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other deſign but to prove your attachments. 
however indiſcreetly you teſtify your paſſion 

receives them all without reſentment :—the leaſt, 


you in the pleaſure that 

—— But how- 

may flatter you, if you have 

any eſteem for her ſhould to put 
an end to them. omen who have any ſenſe, 


or the leaſt attention to yy but 
little underſtand their true i in multiply- 


paſhon have i ired, 
* than their defear itſelf, 


As ſoon as preliminaries are ſettled, that is, 
av ſoon as we begin to believe ourſelves really * 


not ble to meet with virtuous women, even 
our days. M 
it? In comparing women to places 
did I fay that there were 


never been taken? 1 tay 

when there are many inveſted? 

ume Gan. bow you. 
to prevent any Ween us, 

on this point, let myſelf a little. 

0 

4 

men of virtue, tho 

——when 1 

for galantry, nor paſſions, nor opportu- 


| 
| 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 167 
idea of your charms. Your heart judge 
from the careleſſneſs of your whole deport- 
« ment——has not 8 


« tal ITT 2 
222 

* by intuitio-——when interior movements 
* ſhall have rouſed you from ſupineneſs——in 


« fine, when inclinations almoſt ſmothered by 


« carried farther, and the lit 


— ma be 
« able to deduce from the woo mr 
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complexion, ſhe mi have reſiſted love: 
2 might have gi- 
«© ven aganſt her. 


46 approve, who knows his 

| . how to profit of them} In ſhort, is it in your 
«© power to prevent his addreſſes, though in- 
1 « nocent at firſt, from marking on your affec- 
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® See the firſt paragraph of Letter VI. 
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mous ? ls vice ever 
it aſſumes the charaQer 
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which are by no means 


, inſtrumental LIT? Far ma; 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 177 
n 5 armed to ſuſ- 
tain it. could they ever it into their 
heads, of themſelves, that their moſt redoubt- 
ed adverſary, ſhould be one that they had never 
once been cautioned againſt? And what ſort of 
c 


It is not then, the lover they ſhould have 
been forwarned of—it is themſelves ———For 
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For, with a woman who has neither wit or ac- 


. 


15 


has no other way to rid his time of 


He cannot pretend 


ic of 


but 


to romp or teaze. 


ii! 


R F 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 18 
but peeviſhneſs only—the laſt reſource of a ſilly 
woman : and a wretched one it is! 

w_— : Fr nr „ has a wo- 
man reſs a rit? All repartee, 
a diſconcerting raillery, a quick - Ly an 
1 or an applicable ſtory, are not 
t ſo many diverſions in her favour, and 
ſo much good time gained on the fide of virtue? 

Womens chief mi is certainly this; 
n occu- 
pying their minds with objects worthy their at- 
N 
ſion in their breaſts, than it uſually is among 
men. But they poſſeſs at the ſame time a luc- 
ay OG which under proper direction, is 

admirable ſervice to them. Their vanity is 
at leaſt equal to their ſenſivility. Oppoſe one 
to the other. While a woman 1s taken up with 
the ambition of pleaſing, otherwiſe than by her 
ſhe for the time, attends not to the very 
that has excited her deſire to charm. 
An reality, this ſame ſentiment will never- 
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ſuits. N add, that the » As 
Mc e . 
men. Tis very true. But the true rea- 
ſon alſo is, that heads know not the diſſi- 
culty, and that men of ſpirit love to ſur- 
mount it. 

Beſides you are a military man, Marquis, and 
ought you not to agree with my maxim, about 
talents? Suppoſe you ſhould obtain the conduct 
| of « ee, on the approaching campaign would 

be plea the governor, from an . 
eee — 2 
on before — _— have an —_— „ 

ſignalizing f? I know N not. 
You would ES the. hold =. The more 
care he takes of his own. glory, the higher he 
raiſes yours. 


by the difficulty. 
out? Lam tempted to carry the parallel 
—_— is the danger of entering into 
r WH 
—— leſs, in not yielding at than in 
making ſuch a defence as may intitle her to 
the honours of war. 
To proceed. If a woman has had the miſ- 
fortune to be overcome, what fetters can ſhe 


ſame one or more of. 8 the dif- 
ſerence lying only, in the more or leſs. 5 
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But we are naturally too indolent for ſuch 
ſpirited efforts. We find beauty to be an uni- 
verſal merit. This method of winning hearts 
requires no manner of trouble, and we could 
with there were no other. Blind that we are ! 
we never conſider that though and ta- 
lents equally gain admirers ; the ficſt ers 
the „ While the latter ſerves for their 
defence. 


In reality, beauty prepares but mortification 
and re againſt the quick period of its decay. 
W you know — 2 becauſe it has 
betrayed us into a more permanent 
attract During its frail empire, we find 
ourſelves prized, ſought, and celebrated. We 
hold our court. Our ſhort ſight foreſees no end 
of admiration.—— But, oh! the ſolitude horii- 


Let us conclude therefore, Marquis, that in 
love, ſenſe and talents are of the higheſt conſe- 
quence. This is a comedy, in which the ar 

the ſhorteſt, and the interludes the 
of any. How ſhall we amuſe the intervals of 

without the reſources of the under- 
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2 
world, a perfect Lady Townly; and fo gay a 


life has been the more remarkable, as her con- 
duct was the very reverſe, while her huſband 
lived. You remember when you were firſt ac- 


gay : that ſhe ſeems to be ab- 
ſent, timid and obliging: ſentiment has ſuc- 
ceeded to diſſipation, nd natwoul manners have 


taken 
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ſhould begin 
and pride alone 
is. But un- 


| over her. Were you an object 
indifferent to her, would ſhe take fuch pains to 
I promiſe you ſhe would not pay you 

eat a compliment. But lovers are unac- 
Always ingemous to 


t 
tor, 
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amiabl you 
He has already ſet out fcr the country. Add” 
our 


. 
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«ur vicini r * have to de 
acquai wi will no longer be 
=— at the I have now made 

7" They will notgive metime 6 Gniſh may letter, 
nor-even to ſend it. Ln aus, 4 
7 fellow · traveller raillies me, and fancies 


a billet-doux.—1 let her amuſe 

S 
Adieu. 

P. 8. It ſeems then, that Madame de 


n your paying us a 
In our retirement! 


From the Chateau de 
'T write to you from the Counteſs's, my dear 
——This is the third day 1 have 


here. You may judge from this, that] am u 
beloved fair. She is 


with her. | bong ian — de- 
ſerve to poſſeſs ſuch a heart as hers. me 
now, her.choſen confidante.—She has told me 
all her ſentiments of you, and Ido not deſpair of 
being able to diſcover the motives of that incon- 

fiſtency which you have remarked 8 
2 * 

I dare not ſay more to at preſent. 

be ſurprized while 1, and Loo 


not_ have it even ſuſpeQed, that I correſpond 
| In haſte, Adieu. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXXI. 


Have ſomethi 


OE 
2 


« edupon it, Lam tempted, at 
& tiring your patience, to acquaint 


} 
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* ſingular proceſs which conducted me to this 


it, 
E During my huſband's life, I lived intirely 
. in the country. You knew the Count, and 


ce — with 1999 my love of 
c ſocial | 3 but governed at the 
% ſame time by a firm reſolve, to a 
cc pureneſs of moral t How to blend 
© theſe happily together, became then the 
4 tion. It appeared to me an extreme di 
<< ty, to frame any ſyſtem of conduct, 
without laying me open to the cenſure of 
« world, on one hand, ſhould not 
« of its moſt flatteri 

et ec 


pleaſures, on the other. 
* Deſtined 
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tunately image, ſo flattering for our ſex 
68 flits from us like an Utopian dream, whene'er 


« are we to grant the ſame indulgence to their 
«© other vice? Moſt men attack us in cool blood, 
«« to make us ſerve for their amuſement, or to 
« farcifice us to their vanity; —to fill up the va- 
« cation of an idle life, or to atchieve a fort of 
« Character, at the ungenerous of ours. 
« The greater number are of this kind; and 
« how ſhall one be able to diſtinguiſh them from 
% genuine lovers? Outward appearances are in 
e both the fame; and he who feigns a paſſion, 
has the odds againſt him who feels it. 
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We are beſides, filly dupes enough to con- 
* e while you 
* men treat it as an amuſement only. We rare- 
<< ly yield our perſons without our hearts, while 
% you are indelicate to make deſire ſup- 


« ply theplace of paſſion. We believe conſlan- 


. 
* 


60 to be 
« diſguſt. 


fix 
months before, conſtituted Chief happi- 
<< nefs and pride; while the forſaken faie 9 
6 not ill if the ſaithleſs lover 
does not give her {till further reaſons to re- 
„ pent her confidence in him. 

* Theſe refleQtiens then, wrought up 
* mind to the moſt ſerious philoſophy, and 
« thus went on debating. If love draws ſuch 
«c n a woman who has any 
<< manner of eſteem for her reputation or repoſe, 
«« ſhould cancel this paſſion quite out of her 
« ſcheme of life. But how to compound the 
«© matter with our hearts! Our hearts are form- 
<« ed for love, and love is itſelf, involuntary! 
Ho then annihilate a paſſion interwoven with 
gur nature? our ſole reſource mult be to re- 
% gulate it. Let us deliberate upon the beſt 
© means of ſo defireable an end. 

« What kind of love is moſt dangerous? 
certainly that which occupies the foul intire, 
&© which ſwallows up all other , renders 
* us incapable of any other ſentiment, and diſ- 
1 every thing to the object 
* beloved. | 


Which are the chara ſuſceptible of ſach 
cc affections? Without t the moſt ſolid ones; 


< thoſe of the leaſt out ward ſhew ; thoſe which 
— % unite | 
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then to frame a 
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t ed to impoſe 
ce pride ſhe had 


«« difingenuous .enough to imagine, that 


4 chaſteſt woman is ſhe who can beft. conceal 
a. forced retreat puts 


« her weakneſa ; or hy 
4 out of her power to fall a ſacrifice toit ? 


« carry ſtill their want of charity farther 
« much afraid are they of admitting the leaſt 
« kind of;perfeQtion in us, even to ſuppoſe 
<6, we continue in a ſtate of conſtant warfare 
* with qurſelyes, while we maintain any man- 
.<< ner of ſtruggle with them. There never was 
A modeſt woman, ſays a certain friend of ours, 


<< who was net weary af her condition. 


. And after all, what premium-is the. reward 
we. condernn 


of thoſe ſelf-devials they ſuppoſe 


the world. The higher 
in her virtue, the greater 
c advantage ſhe affards to malicious cenſure. 

«© What ideas beſides, do the world general- 
ec iy form of  virtueus women? Are not men 


the 


it 


that 


4c our ſelyes to? Do they raiſe altars to ſuch he- 


4 roic efforts ? Not a ſingle 


ſod! The beſt cha- 


<< racer, according to them, is that which paſtes 


<< through 


life unnoticed F. That is, a perfect 


<< indifference on their part, and a profound ob- 
4e livion, is zhe-higheſt price the world ſets up- 
© on our virtue. Myſt we not have an inexhauſ- 


<6 tible Lock, topreſerve it upon ſuch conditi- 


.«. ons > 
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* ons? Might not ſuch hard meaſure one 
« to decline the conflia? But there are ſome 
« ſerious conſiderations, which demand our at- 
* tention, 
Diſhonour treads cloſe upon the heels of 
« frailty. Age is wretched enough in itſelf.— 
What a ſtate then, mult it be, when paſſed in 
«- infamy and -remorſe ! - What price too high 
« for an exemption. At firſt thonght, I con- 
« cluded that there was no other ſecurity from 
* theſe ills, but by condemning ohe's ſelf to a re- 
« tired and auſtere life, and I did not perceive 
my philoſophy ſturdy enough to encounter it. 
But upon fagther conſideration, I determined 
« within myſelf, that the maſque of a fine lady 
« would be the beſt dreſs for a woman to appear 
% in, who would 3 and virtue 
« together. By your ſmiling, I perceive that 
66 MR 4 propoſition as a paradox 3 
X 1 * — in it 
66” one might at firſt imagine. 

«« Is a fine lady required to have any attach- 
4 ment? Does any one expect tenderneſs or len- 
« ſibility from her? *Tis ſufficient if ſhe be but 


and accompliſhed in mere outward 
. % demeanour. If ſhe carries herſelf with gayety 
þ « and ſpirit, through the character the has ta- 
I „ ken upon her to perſonate, who troubles them- 


« ſelves whether ſhe has a heart or no? Perſon, 

« air, caprice, faſhionable chat, frolic and par- 

« ticular whims, are the only things expected 

% from her. She may be as virtuous as ſhe plea= * |} 

„ ſes, without interruption, Suppoſe a man | 

& ſhould take it into his head to attack her; a 

ce ſlight reſiſtance would quickly make him raiſe 

& the fiege: he would conclude the place to be 

already won, and wait patiently his turn. 
K. 3 « Hls* 
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„% ward character. The ity of men we 

«© met with, were not much to be a 

and thoſe who gave us the leaſt alarm, were 
| K 4 « obliged 
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* to play the fool, to be admitted or 
« accepted of in our ſociety. 
However, there has at length happened an 


a me from he Gags nh 
* own experience has 

„ love is an invader, who by 
« all ſides, 4 — 


, 

« queſt, if he ſhould not give me other cauſe to 
„ lament it. He has won upon my weakneſs 
* far, that I have not been able to conceal 
* ſentiments from him ; and the only concern 
I have at preſent, is leſt he ſhonld imagi 
„ that 1 have not hitherto, ferſeneted an inf g- 
« nificant character, but performed a real one. 

- & And though my throwing off this diſgui'e, 


9 Ido allirm, that ſuperficial 

«4 lities generally captivate men more than 
© ones, —— I would, however, reveal m 

„ him in my genuine character: For, I ſhould 

«+. bluſh to owe his affeQtions to mock appear- 
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I am, Madam, replied Monſieur de la Sab- 
&« liere, till leſs. ſurprized at the novelty of 
«« your project, than at the: addreſs with which 
„you have been able to render fo fangular a no- 
« tion plauſible. I really think that it is im- 
« poſſible to ramble with more method. But 
you have met with the general fate of pro- 
% jzeQors, who take round-about ways to avoid 
« the beaten track, yet fall into the fame in- 
„ conveniences often, with the common high- 
road traveller. Now to make uſe of the pri- 
vilege you have allowed me, of ſpeaking my 
* opinion freely, believe me, Madam, that the 
« beſt means cf inſuring our repoſe, is ever 
to act up, without diſguiſe, to the character 
« of a rational creature. One is always ſure to 
de a gainer, upon any manner of compoſition 
« with virtue.“ 
When l perceived the converſation begin to 
take this ſerious turn, I apprehended that it 
might be drawing toward a concluſion; and 
therefore haſtily retired without being detected, 
and have given myſelf the pleaſure of ſatisfying 
your curĩoſity, according to promiſe. | 
Did you ever ice ſo long a letter? We ſhall 
return to Paris, in two days. 
| Adien. 


LETTER XXXIL 


EL L Marquis, we are returned again, 
at laſt; but the advices we bring you, 


will be very far from welcome. You never in 
your life had a fairer occaſion of accuſing wo- 
men of caprice. My laſt letter was to affure 
you that we loved you mightily ; and the pre- 
ſent is to inform you of the contrary. We havg 

© . 
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taken ſtrange refolutions againſt you. T 


for it is a point 
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ceive not the leaſt gleam of for dawn- 
ing thro' them. 3 


on then, Marquis; our 
expeQation of the attack riſes even to impatience. 
— Would you learn why? Becauſe we can now 
attend your march, without a pulſe-beat. Do 
not flatter f it is any longer, a tender miſ- 
treſs you to cope with.— This would be 
too weak an adverſary.—Such a courage is not 
on. No us mea 
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f ne ay Yale; Ap rnney + owung 
ſhe had her own indifference, 
and _ _— ill fater, your bad addreſs, in ker 
favour. You are now, a perfect maſter of ga- 
lantry; while ſhe is ſcarcely miſtreſs of her- 
ſelf. In fuch circumſtances, to have continued 
the war for you againſt her, betray the confi- 
dence ſhe had placed in me, refuſe her the ſuc- 
cour ſhe had a right to call for, if you have the 
leaſt ingenuouſneſs in you, would, your own 
confeſſion, have been a crying fin. I would then, 
for the future, repair the miſchicf I may have 
done in revealing our ſecrets, and initiating you 
into our myſteries. 
I know not how it is, but I really feel ſuch a 
pleaſure in traverſing your amour 1n this place, 
that one would imagine I had undertakenit from 
ſome ſelf-intereſted view, of my own: but you 
know how far ny. ay ——_— you 
extend. My ſentiments toward ſhall ever 
continue the fame ; and on your part, I dare 
ſay that you are too candid, to ſuffer this acti- 
_ vity for my friend to diminiſh the leaſt of your 
eſteem for me. Adicu.—Fly to the Counteſs 
now, you have free leave. 


LETTER XXXIIL 


HAT, 
i 2008 
at once, of ſucceſs, becauſe ſuch redoubted 
hoy - oy nag e See, fee 
4 — from the field ! Who would have 
taken him for ſo poor a ſoldier | 
However, I muſt confeſs, that the firmneſs 
of the Counteſs, did even aſtoniſh me.— was 
really furprized at the reiolution with which ſhe, b) 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


HIS buſineſs begins now, to be rather 
ſerious, Marquis. inſiſt upon an ex- 
plication. Do you ipeak i y in your let- 
ter, by hinting that you imagine I have been 
aQuated in this affaiz, through jealouſy only; 
and that I have endeavoured to 1 our 
commerce with the Counteſs, merely - to take 
ſome private advantage of the rupture? ——You 
have either a very bad heart, or a moſt excel- 
lent head. The firſt, if you can poſſibly think 
me capable of ſuch a double-dealing ; and the 
latter, if you have but urged this charge, to 
_— 1 in my friend. 
ternative is ly injuricus to me. 

The Counteſs has 8 5 » 
and this embarraſſes me to the laſt degree. You 
are really tco many for us ——Ycu know the 
aſcendency you have over her heart, and could 
not have exerted it in a furer manner, 
than by putting on the appearance of indiffe- 
rence. Not to deign an anſwer to my laſt letter, 
to fail the affignaticn we made you under our 
hands, to remain three without ſeeing us ; 
and then to write us ſuch a ſtiff, cold letter! I 
muſt acknowledge, Marquis, that all this is of a 
conſummate politician, —*tis what is charac- 
tered * the common phraſe of un coup de 
ma itre. | + | 
And accordingly, the moſt complete ſucceſs 
has attendg your hopes. The poor Counteſs! 
though ſhe withſtood your warmth, could not 
hold out againſt your coldneſs. The apprehen- 
ſion left this indifference might be 2 
* = 
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thrown her into the utmoſt inquietude. Come 
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intermeddling between you; and let me 
moſt 
have, 
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> ea admirable in e They ſolely are 


charged with every thing diſagreeable in the 
arrel, and the lovers enjoy the-whole plea- 
of the reconciliation. 


Come hither. then, immediately, and acquaint 
me if you 1 in this reſolve of mine. 
Come away, and drop the petty tyrant, for the 
preſent. L. us 


make peace, and frame a triple -j 
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My poor dear infants! One 
innocent views, d the other 
e, that to keep ti - any longer 
| be a cruelty founded on in- 


Farewel. 
F TER XXXV. 
„Marquis, that the only way 


te 
ns with women, even of the 
g and virtue, is never to inter- 
-affairs: IT have taken my re- 
the time to come, ſhall never 
me to the Counteſs, unleſs ſhe 
me. l hare altercation. — 
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ing himſelf at the feet of the Marchioneſs, her 
couſin. This choice is a rare encomium on his 
taite. But they were formed for one another. I 
ſhall be curious enough to know how far this 


hopeful paſſion may 2 A 
LETTER XXXVI. 
OU imagine, rr 


imagines truly, 8 
e eie in the r 
| * 


& [ 
« ſentiments — — 9242 20 5 


« ambition. There are women, I am 
22 to accept moſt willingly, 
« what I refuſe. For my part, I ſhall nevet en- 
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*than unpolite, it would be indiſcreet. You 
ſhould applaud and encourage their error, if 

would profit of it. They would appear de- 
icate, and inſenſible to every other pleaſure, 
«but thoſe of ſentiment and intelle& only. This 
is their ſyſtem this their very ſoul. Some 
certainly there are, who impoſe upon them- 
ſelves in theſe opinions; but in truth, the ge- 
nerality of them only endeavour to impoſe upon 
6 may be their reaſon for equi- 
vocating upon theſe occaſions, is it not a very 
happy thing, that they take the trouble of de- 
ceiving you, after this manner? What obliga 


12 
ions ſhould | 
Th ak —— 1p gn * — 


care wt t aſe of your pleaſures. 
How flattering to your vanity a 

4c This fair one, ſo delicate of ſentiment, fo 
*.cold to all impreſſions of ſenſe ; ſo nice, fo 
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a man of ſenſe. They may excite a tranſient 
defire, but are incapable of fixing a permanent 


n—_—_— mfp be can 
gerous ſociety, either in their wit or 
1 ſufficient to entertain you in 
the progreſs, as much as they do on the com- 
mencement of their acquaintance. A litle 
common- chat, readineſs of addreſs, and 
ſuperficial breeding, take you in at firſt. Ye 
have not the leaſt delicacy ! the freedom of their 


The Counteſs then, may be perfectly eaſy 
ith r | . I know you 
w for it, that ſuch 

can never be able to rival her. But, 
certain fort of women, that may 
to you, namely, your ladies 
antry. Theſe are a kind of 
equivecal claſs in life, who hold a middle rank 
between women of character, and thoſe I have 
hey aſſociate with the for- 
the latter, only in ap- 
than fond, they impoſe 
upon 
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hile they are deſpiſing them; 
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women, even vw 
world. 
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by contagion, if you'll allow me the 
fron. It is not from our hearts alone, it draws 


to her, if the Counteſs alone ſhould reap- 
ed the benefit of them? 

The Marchioneſs has beſides, a further rea- 
ſon at preſent, more than another woman migh 
have had, to contribute 
her friend. She has loſt her beauty, and 
therefore be obliged, in to preſerve 
lover, to make ſome condeſcenſions, 
were requiſite in her former ſtate. 
fer, think you, that anether ſhould retain thei 
at a leſs expence? This would be ſubmitting 
2 ſuperiority : I am therefore con- 
vinced that ſhe would run any length, to relax 
8 


ing 
contraſt with her ! Oh, fir ! it is a trial, 


beyond 
wi ';s tre it baſfles all phi ! 
DEE 


* See the converſation of the Counteſs, with Monkeur 
de la Sabliere, Letter XXXI. 
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mences rivalſhips. I mean the conteſt for beau” 
weer aaatrontands 


1 it with concern, but I muſt predia 
it to . Whatever precautions the Counteſs 
may uſe, to ſooth the misfortune of the Mar- 
. return 


other thro* charity, rather than the 


pay. 
ecly well, what rate to ſet up- 
on civilities of this fort: ſo that as they 
without fincerity, they liſten without _: 


and ſhould the — 


be 
— — in other particulars, the fair 


beauty is praiſed, in order to judge of 
— _— to her words, than her 
ſhe homely? We believe, and love 


the flatterer. Near — own rank of heauty? 
We receive the compliment coolly, and diſdain 
Her. But, if handſomer—we hate her worſe 
even than we did before. In ſhort, believe me, 
. of charms remains 

4 in 
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the pretext. 
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which the honour of the Counteſs is concerned. 


Without this condition, you muſt expect no 
more letters from 
NINON. 


LETTER XII. 


irt 


tune to win a heart, I mean fuch 
Counteſs's, with what parſimony would [ 
advantage | How niatly gradations would 
m to t | 
How eee nab 
Engr men, would I M r 
T e e Fe 
ure, in 

of it, Empty that it ied 
felicity, place my whole ſcheine of 
the poſſeſſion of it, in looking upon i 
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to reid in the eyes of a lovely woman, the do- 
mini6n you have over her io obſerve in all ber 
actions relative to you, 1 i 
neſs; to perceive her voice aſſume a 
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Can there be a ſituation on earth more flatter- 
ing than that of a lover conſcious of a recipro- 
cal flame? And what ſurer 8 
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* till, while you diſpenſe with yourſelves for a 
« return? Is not this a di , 4 
« diſhoneſt conduct? Is not this to make a mock 


reality, who are the moſt equivocated with : for, 
do you mention ſentiment, only to ennoble a paſ- 
fon which is the leaſt ſentimental of any? 
Beſides, is it not oy coats 
If a woman 


the of 

has even 
ſhe muſt know only 
ons yay — is : the ought 

to 


then, 


conſtant to your ex- 


but once 
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, they | 
- If they ſucceed 

y in thei has the leaſt 

1 — will revolve 

— to he me, in our 

„ laſt converſati well what 
u - 6 ſort of Ie you of 
„ men, 


Make but the leaſt attack upon them, and 
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« men, r full 
tions. It is 


ot 


therefore 


Prudes, indeed, take quite 


« they are up in arms, at once; as if the ere 
« dit of their chaſtity was to riſe, in 

« to the height of their reſentment. „ what 
ar — 
« the world are to ſay, I might not 

„ e this ropulle, had I not i-timed my 
« attack. It is my indiſcreti and not my 
„ aſſurance, that is rebuked. At con- 
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ariſe ſo frequently in love. ; 
When we furrender ourſelves up without re- 
ſerve, to all the exceſſes of a paſſion, theſe ex- | 
tranſports are apt 
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which formerly framed your higheſt bliſs! I do 
not mean to flatter you, but I think I owe you 
the juſtice to ſay, that your heart is formed for 
refined It is not you 


preſent life ; it is upon the ſilly young men 

aſſociate with; with whom the »ſcof pleatur 
is its abuſe; and example leads this 
ri of the ſenſes will or later 


ſituation 
enamoured Preſidente; you will then per- 
ceive your error. You think that it has ceaſed 
all ſentiment for the Counteſs; but temember 
what I have told you. A time may come, when 
we ſhall talk upon this ſubject with more plea- 
ſure and leifure. Let us proceed now to the reſt 
— hardly deny, M 
Iden Y » Marquis, but 
you Gives « lf dew 20 mats your time this 
morning, when you amnſed yourſelf in reading 
over all my letters; and I fancy that you were 
not a little out of humour alſo, by your playing 
the critic upon them as you have done. Some 
illiant party, ſome flattering aſſignation, muſt 
certainly have failed you juſt then. But I do 
not mean to elude the difficulty 1 
appear, ſay, to contradict often: 
Should I acknow this to be true, might I 
not, at the ſame time, make the apology that 
Ia Bruyere did to ſome cavils of the ſame kind? 
It is not T that contradift myſelf, but the beart 
upon which I reaſon. 
But do you conclude from hence, that all I 
have ſaid on this ſubjeQ, is falſe? a 2 
. t ST. 


one would fancy that I was as idle 
to anſwer ſeriouſly to the cavils of you 


* 

ver ſaw any thing ſo enormous as the height of 
them. However, Marquis, I really think that 
if the Prefidente does not put on one, inconti- 
nently, you cannot in decency, continue your . 
deveirs any longer to her. 


LETTER LI. 


» TIS then a ſettled affair, it ſeems. Say 

what I will, you remain ſtill enamoured 
of the Preſidente. She has facrificed a beloved 
fival to you, ard you are in triumph. How 
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is vanity to take advantage of 


inable in other matters, frequently 
Jon ſubtle, juſt and certain diſcernment, than 
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ever, you entered into your part with ſueh ad- 
dreſs, that whatever mind 1 had to be 
wi:h you, I could not find in my heart to be io. 
What kind of event this may take, I cannot 
ſay, but this one thing is certain, that you ſpend 
your time very idly; for be aſſured, that E have 
not the leaſt ſymptom of for you, at 
preſent ; and what is more, I can anſwer for it, 
that I never ſhall. Yes, Sir—never. But *tis 
merry enough to perſuade one that they are 
alli led, that they want conſolation; in 9 
to take upon you to judge of others feelings, 
better than they can themſelves! this is like the 
impertinence of the ſhoemaker, who 
2 his cuſtomers where the ſhoe pinched 

But to ſpeak of this matter a little more ſc- 
rieuſly; Prithee refle&t for a moment, upon 
the folly of your attempt. Would it be gene- 
rous, would it be decent in me, think you, to 
ſupplant my friend? For a woman who has af- 
ſumed the character of a Mentor with you, who 
has aQed the part of a parent to you, to dwin- 
dle after all, into that of a miſtreſs? Rambling 
libertine as you are! if youth and beauty could 
not hold 7. what bands ſhould ſuch an old 
maid as I pretend to tye you with? Perhaps, 
your ſole view in my „ may be meerly 
to know, whether love is the ſame with me in 
practice, as it is in ſpeculation. But I will fave 


you the expence of ſo much time and trouble, 
and ſhall fatisfy your curioſity, gratis. 

You muſt know then that women, one and 
all of us, rarely act conformably to their ſen- 
timents. . This is what you would have the 
fulleſt 2 229 

2 wi 


l 
| 
| 
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. inveſtigation. You ſet my price too 


occupy * une, 
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with me. All that I have faid to you, upon 


thinking and feeling ; between 
ſelves and reaſening for others. You would 
then diſcover in me, a number of ſingularities, 
that would ſoon make you weary of your en- 


— Y I have quite a different caſt of mind, 
moſt women. You may know them all, 


tell you beforehand : you expend too 
expectation; — 14 ble 
ſhould never quit caſt, believe me. Diſpoſe 
ſelf in a more brilliant lift. The court 


moſt of the afternoon, plagued with a 
diſpute about the antients and moderns. It is 
puzzling my head fo much ſtill, chat I am very 


near 1 your compliment ſeriouſly, but 
that I am not yet far enough rl to 
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I miſtake in ſaying to-morrow; for it is now 
near two o'clock in the morning, and I conſider 
that my letter cannot reach you till noon: 
take notice, that it is this very evening I 
"Will you 


bs 
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to 

eaſily impoſed that way. I have ye all 
was 4 Pon * Je 

Adieu. 
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LETTER LIV. 


without 
ed for 


were intirely forgotten, 

to be moſt tenderly 2 pag 
bered by her. Tho? ſhe has endeavoured to pu- 
niſh you, by an affected indifference, ſhe could 
never refrain from the pleaſure of ſeeing you: 
And it was in compliment to her, that I have 
ſometimes feigned quarrels with you, in order 
to bring you the oftner on your penitentials be- 
fore me. But all theſe ſhifts have not been ſuf- 
ficient to ſatisfy a heart ſo intimately effeQed,; | 

N N 3 and 
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and the Counteſs is upon the very criſis of exe- 

cuting 2 deſign, which I have a time op- 
You may inform yourſelf of the - 

ticulars, from the letter ſhe wrote to me yeſter- 

day; and which 1 ſend you incloſed. 


A Letter fromthe Counteſs, 
To Madame de * ENCLOS. 


% If you would remain my friend, dear Ni- 
© non, ceaſe to combat my reſolution. You 
« know that it is not a ſucden tranſport. It is nei- 
ther the reſult of a momentary reſentment, 
6 an ny pen, nor of ir. I have con- 
«© cealed nothing from you. The poſſe ſſion of the 
66 is's heart, would have conſtituted my 
« higheſt felicity, had I been able to have in- 
« ſured it for hfe. I ſhould have beep cer- 
« tain of loſing it for ever, if I had been in- 
«« diſcreet to have accorded him thoſe 
« favours be ſolicited for. His inconſtancy has 


« ſhewn me that the e conduct is not al- 
6 —— — 


preferving a lover. 
One muſt renounce this intirely, fince 
«© men are found incapa 
% more tender, thoꝰ not leſs pure, than that of 
* friendſhip. 

% You know too well, that I am not ſuffi- 
« ciently cured not to feel perturbations every 
c time I ſee the Marquis. Flight is the only 
« remedy for this evil, and it is the one I am 
<< determined to betake If to. I am not 
« in the leaft apprehenſive of what the world 
66 ſay, upon my retreat into the country. 
* 1 who might perhaps be 


«« ſfurprized on this occaſion. It is known that I 
„ have lately gained a conſiderable proceſs, 
« * * againſt 


ble cf an attachment 
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againſt my huſband's executors. I have 
% made a plauſible pretext of going to take 
«© poſleſſion of the eſtate of » Which they 
«© conteſted with me. I have. thus abviated 
« the malignant ſatisfaction of the public, in 
putting their own conſtruction upon my elec- 
tion of ſolitude ; and at the ſame time, re- 
moved all ſuſpicion from the Marquis, of 
of his having the leaſt part in this 
nation. 

« I ſend you herewith, his picture and let- 
« ters. Good Gods, how weak is human na- 
« ture! Muſt it require a confli& then, to 
« quit a plague! But the ſtriſe is over—and 
« my reſolves ſhall never—never ſalter more. 
« Sympathize with me, the mean while, my 
dear friend; and remember the promiſe you 
% have given me in confidence, to declare the 
« moſt perfect indifference, on my part. Who- 
« ever breaks off in reſentment, publiſhes 
« their pique and regret at the rupture. *Tis 
« but a modeſt way. of. begging a reconcili- 
« _ — as I have now, not oy 
«« defire of renewing my. engagements with the 
„% Marquis, I would | A ou return him the 
« articles I fend you, obliging him, as we 
« agreed upon before, to make me the ſame 
« reſtitution. You may ſay that the exigence 
« of my affairs has required me to leave Fu- 
« rjs, for. ſome time; but I entreat that you 
vill not be the firſt to mention me to him. 

«© I ſhould be inconſolable, my dear Ninon, 
«« at parting from you, did I not hope to fee 


« you frequently in my retirement. You write 
« freely to your friends; and if you judge of 
« them by the tenderneſs and eſteem they bear 
« Fcu, there is not a ſingle one among them, 

66 more . 


LETTER LV. 


AM charmed at what you have done, Mar- 

quis, and you are a moſt worthy creature, 
after all. Fear not——Your behaviour, my 
inſtances, and better than either, 'her own un- 
extinguiſhed flame, will conſpire to conquer 
the reſiſtance of the Count Every thing 
ought to determine her to the offer you 
make her, of your hand ; and + nk god 
promiſe you, even at preſent, that pride 
eee. and her own 
— | my 

I preſſe warmly this morning, to 
clare in your favour, and her laſt defence was, 
the fear of new revolts, on your part. Chear 
86 8 : «c up, 
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* up, ſays I; one very promiſing circumſtance, 
* that he is now undeceived 
« with regard {> other women, compa- 
* ring them with the one he had quitied. 
% Men of ſenſe or principle, have but a certain 
* number of treſſpaſſes to permit themſelves. 
« The Marquis has al paſſed through 
e thoſe which his youth condition of life 
« ſeemed almoſt to juſtify, He indulged him- 
« ſelf in them, at a time when might be 
C at leaſt, excuſeable. He has ſped all the fro- 
« lics of hisage and claſs; and having thus paid 
« his tribute to the ſaſbion of the times, he is be- 
free of life; and may be at li- 

to 


y to at y to reaſon and virtue, | 
II. * only objection, | 
again 


„ band: But this is 2 foible which will readily 
de pardoned in him, by thoſe who either ſee, 


« or know you. 

« You riſk nothing then, dear Coun- 
« teſs; have yourſelf paſſed through the 
% character of a lady, but had too much 


« ſenſe to continue in it - You quitted ö 
« it upon trial, and the Marquis imitates your 4 
« example. Remit therefore his exceſſes, q 
* and ſuffer not your obſtinacy to Eill him with 
« deſpair. The world would exclaim againſt 


66 7 

8 I prayed and preſſed, without ceaſ 
ing, and left her in a ſort of irreſolution, which I 
dare fay will ſoon be determined in your favour, 
as her reſiſtance has probably begun already to 
render her extremely uneaſy. | | 

Well, Marquis, if the agitation that ariſes 
from all this, will give you leiſure to refleQ up- 

| OA 
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on what I formerly told you, will you not 
be apt to think me ſtill in contradiction with 
myſelf: I had at firſt, adviſed you to treat the 
aſſion of love en cavalier, and to trouble your- 
if with no more of it than might juſt ſerve 
to amuſe you; and that either as lover or ga- 
lant, you ſhould ſuffer yourſelf to be bound by 
a ſl;-knet only. But I then ſpoke to you upon 2 
general topic, and relative to the generality of 
women meerly. Could I at that time pro- 
pheſy that you would be ſo happy to meet 
and engage with ſuch a charmer as the Coun- 
teſs, who to the beauties of her own ſex has 
joined all the merits of yours? What a lucky 
mortal ycu are! Now going to polleſs,. in the 
ſame perſon, at once the moſt amiable miſtreſs, 
and the moſt eſtimable friend 4 to admit 

me a third in this choice union, I ſhall not 
deem myſelf leſs fortunate than either. For if 
there be in nature, an hi 
in the happineſs of our friends, we muſt 
till angels ſhall pronounce it. 


Ene of the LzTTza5s. 
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CONCLUSION. 
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The TRANSLATOR 


To the READER. 


"HAVE here finiſhed this collection of let- 

ters, which i hope will entertain the reader 

as much as they have done the tranſlator ; for 

in — —_— — — hu- 

mour, ſpirit, running 
thro' the whole. 

However, it may be plainly perceived in 
theſe writings, that Ninen's principles of philo- 
had been tainted by her converſation 
with the teſt male wits of France, La 
Bruyere, befaucault, St. Evremond, Fon- 
taine, &c. For the cynical manner in "which 
ſhe treats the ſubject of love, is but part of 
iloſophy, which the French 
human affec- 


pat 
and degree of virtue, into a elf motive. 
"Tis true, that „ has laid 
open the avenues, and inmoſt receſſes of the 
female 
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TO THE READER. 


of Providence; to 
gratify, as well as ſatisfy the natural appetites. 
ure ariſing in the mi 
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with them than I am myſelf? When ſuch ſub- 
_ tle philoſophers pretend to tell me, that I am 

aQuated by motives which I am not conſcious of 


reflection, 
the excellence of the firſt impulſe, 
than-poiſon thrown into a ſtream can infe& its 


Readers, farewel. 
The 'Tranſlator. 
® Letter LIII. laſt lines of the firſt paragraph. 


